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SECTION 1

HEAVEN’S

WITNESS ON EARTH

Introduction

T

HE design of our Sabbath school lessons for the next six months
is to come to an understanding of the identity of that “another
voice from heaven” in Revelation eighteen, verse four. The three
angels’ messages of Revelation fourteen and that other angel of
Revelation eighteen are to be heard upon earth. How are they heard, and
how is that other voice from heaven heard on earth—this will be our
study.
In this first section, a voice from heaven will be examined as
revealed at Christ’s baptism and transfiguration. We will study closely
how that voice may be heard by every true follower of Jesus as a witness
upon earth. We will clearly learn that voice to be none other than that of
the Holy Spirit. As we proceed through this section, we will enter into an
in-depth study of the Holy Spirit, as we are admonished to do by the Spirit
of Prophecy in the following words:
“Wherever the need of the Holy Spirit is a matter little thought of,
there is seen spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension
and death. Whenever minor matters occupy the attention, the divine
power which is necessary for the growth and prosperity of the church,
and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking,
though offered in infinite plenitude.
“Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why
do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit? Why do we not
talk of it, pray for it, and preach concerning it?” —The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 50.

Let us indeed enter into an in-depth engagement with the Holy Spirit
during this lesson study, and thus be led into the second section and truly
comprehend how the voice of the Holy Spirit from heaven can be heard
on earth via the channel of God’s true people.

LESSON 1

Sabbath, July 2, 2022
December 31, 2016

At the Baptism of Jesus
And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and
the blood: and these three agree in one. 1 John 5:8
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To explore the meaning of our key text.
To let Inspiration manifest that the Holy Spirit indeed bears
witness on earth at the baptism of Jesus.
To clarify that the voice of God heard on earth is the voice of the
Holy Spirit.

WITNESS OF SPIRIT, WATER, AND BLOOD

1.

What did Jesus say to John the Baptist as to why He should be
baptised? Matt. 3:13-15

“Jesus did not receive baptism as a confession of guilt on His own account.
He identified Himself with sinners, taking the steps that we are to take, and
doing the work that we must do. His life of suffering and patient endurance
after His baptism was also an example to us.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 111.

2.

Besides the witness of the water of baptism, was there another
witness that Jesus was identified by as the procurer of our
righteousness? Heb. 9:22; 1 Peter 1:18, 19
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“Without shedding of blood there is no remission for sin. He must suffer the
agony of a public death on the cross, that witness of it might be borne
without the shadow of a doubt.”
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. . . .
Through the shed blood he looked forward to the future sacrifice, Christ
dying on the cross of Calvary; and trusting in the atonement that was there
to be made, he had witness that he was righteous, and his offering accepted.”
—S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7A, pp. 464, 475.

3.

How does Apostle John summarise the witness given in questions
1 and 2? 1 John 5:6, 8 i.e. 1 Peter 3:20 (last part), 21 (first part)

“Sabbath afternoon, December 7, there were several who expressed a
desire for baptism. On Sunday, fourteen were immersed in the water of the
bay, as witness of their death to sin and resurrection to the new life.”
—The Review and Herald, Feb. 11, 1896.

WITNESS AT CHRIST’S BAPTISM

4.

While at Christ’s baptism there was the witness of the water, how
was the witness of the Spirit manifest? Matt. 3:16, 17; Acts 10:3638

“…the dove and the voice from heaven at His baptism, were witnesses for
Him.”
Second Half, Year 2022
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“In A. D. 27, Jesus at His baptism received the anointing of the Holy Spirit,
and soon afterward began His ministry. Then the message was proclaimed.
"The time is fulfilled."” —The Desire of Ages, pp. 406, 233.

5.

Of what saving significance was that witness of the Holy Spirit at
Christ’s baptism? Acts 10:34, 35; Eph. 1:3-6

“He received baptism at the hands of John, and in coming up out of the water
he bowed upon Jordan's banks, and offered up a prayer to Heaven. Never
before had angels listened to such a prayer as came from his lips. The Father
heard the petition of his Son in man's behalf, and the heavens were opened,
and the Holy Spirit, like a dove of burnished gold, encircled him, while a
voice from the highest glory was heard, saying, "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased." How many have read over this relation, and have
not had their hearts stirred by its significant truths! Many have thought that
it did not concern mankind; but it is of the greatest importance to each one
of them. Jesus was accepted of Heaven as a representative of the human race.
With all our sin and weakness, we are not cast aside as worthless; we are
accepted in the Beloved; for heaven has been opened to our petitions through
the Son of God. The gates are ajar, and the light of heaven will shine upon
all those whom Jesus came to save, if they will but come within the circle of
the beams of the Sun of Righteousness; for ample provision has been made
for the salvation of every soul.” —The Signs of the Times, July 28, 1890.
“The voice of God was heard in answer to the petition of Christ, and this
tells the sinner that his prayer will find a lodgment at the throne of the Father.
The Holy Spirit will be given to those who seek for its power and grace, and
will help our infirmities when we would have audience with God. Heaven is
open to our petitions, and we are invited to come "boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."
We are to come in faith, believing that we shall obtain the very things we
ask of Him.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 5, p. 1078.
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6.

How was that witness of the Spirit extended to every believer at
their baptism? John 1:12, 13; 1 John 3:1, 2

“And the word that was spoken to Jesus at the Jordan, "This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased," embraces humanity. God spoke to Jesus
as our representative. With all our sins and weaknesses, we are not cast aside
as worthless. "He hath made us accepted in the Beloved." Ephesians 1:6.
The glory that rested upon Christ is a pledge of the love of God for us. It
tells us of the power of prayer,--how the human voice may reach the ear of
God, and our petitions find acceptance in the courts of heaven. By sin, earth
was cut off from heaven, and alienated from its communion; but Jesus has
connected it again with the sphere of glory. His love has encircled man, and
reached the highest heaven. The light which fell from the open portals upon
the head of our Saviour will fall upon us as we pray for help to resist
temptation. The voice which spoke to Jesus says to every believing soul,
This is My beloved child, in whom I am well pleased.” —The Desire of Ages,
p. 113.

“The assurance given to Christ is assurance to every repenting, believing,
obedient child of God that he is accepted in the Beloved.” —The Signs of the
Times, July 31, 1884.

7.

Was the voice declaring Jesus as the Son of God, the voice of the
Holy Spirit, or was it a separate voice of the Father? Luke 3:22

“With transport of joy and tearful emotion [John the Baptist] stretched
forth his hand, and pointed to Jesus, saying, "Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, After
me cometh a man which is preferred before me; for he was before me."
"And I knew him not; but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same
said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and
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remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost."
And I saw the Spirit descending upon him like a dove and overshadowing
him; and I heard the voice of God bear record that this is the Son of God.”
—The Youth Instructor, March 1, 1874.

“The heavens were opened to His prayer, and the light of God's glory,
brighter than the sun at noonday, came from the throne of the Eternal, and
assuming the form of a dove with the appearance of burnished gold,
encircled the Son of God, while the clear voice from the excellent glory was
heard in terrible majesty, saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased."” —In Heavenly Places, p. 39.

8.

Does Inspiration equate the voice of the Holy Spirit with that of
God? Is the Holy Spirit the spokesperson of God on earth?
1 John 5:7, 8; John 14:16-18, 23

“Through His Holy Spirit the voice of God has come to us continually in
warning and instruction…” —Selected Messages Book 1, p. 41.
“The Holy Spirit strives with every man. It is the voice of God speaking to
the soul.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 22.

MEDITATION
“The Holy Spirit is a person, for He beareth witness with our spirits that we
are the children of God. When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own
evidence. At such times we believe and are sure that we are the children of
God.”
“The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our
spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be
a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in
the mind of God. "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God."” —Evangelism, pp. 616, 617.
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LESSON 2

Sabbath, July 9, 2022

At the Transfiguration
And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them
that stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the
kingdom of God come with power. Mark 9:1
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To ascertain the heavenly purpose of Christ’s transfiguration with
Elijah and Moses.
To examine the witnessing impact of this event upon Christ and
the disciples.
To verify the powerful witness of the Holy Spirit at this event.

TOKEN OF THE SECOND ADVENT

1.

What did Jesus mean with the words of Mark 9:1? Matt. 16:28

“Jesus had told His disciples that there were some standing with Him who
should not taste of death till they should see the kingdom of God come with
power. At the transfiguration this promise was fulfilled. The countenance of
Jesus was there changed and shone like the sun. His raiment was white and
glistening. Moses was present to represent those who will be raised from the
dead at the second appearing of Jesus. And Elijah, who was translated
without seeing death, represented those who will be changed to immortality
at Christ's second coming and will be translated to heaven without seeing
death. The disciples beheld with astonishment and fear the excellent majesty
of Jesus and the cloud that overshadowed them, and heard the voice of God
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in terrible majesty, saying, "This is My beloved Son; hear Him."” —Early
Writings, p. 164.

2.

Does Inspiration expand on the meaning of the transfiguration of
Christ? Matt. 17:1-3

“Moses upon the mount of transfiguration was a witness to Christ's victory
over sin and death. He represented those who shall come forth from the
grave at the resurrection of the just. Elijah, who had been translated to
heaven without seeing death, represented those who will be living upon the
earth at Christ's second coming, and who will be "changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump;" when "this mortal must put on
immortality," and "this corruptible must put on incorruption." 1 Corinthians
15:51-53. Jesus was clothed with the light of heaven, as He will appear when
He shall come "the second time without sin unto salvation." For He will
come "in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." Hebrews 9:28; Mark
8:38. The Saviour's promise to the disciples was now fulfilled. Upon the
mount the future kingdom of glory was represented in miniature,--Christ the
King, Moses a representative of the risen saints, and Elijah of the translated
ones.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 421.

3.

Besides a token of the second advent in glory, was there another
purpose behind the display of Christ’s transfiguration?
John 17:4, 5

“Stepping a little aside from them, the Man of Sorrows pours out His
supplications with strong crying and tears. He prays for strength to endure
the test in behalf of humanity. . . . And He pours out His heart longings for
His disciples, that in the hour of the power of darkness their faith may not
fail. . . .
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“Now the burden of His prayer is that they may be given a manifestation
of the glory He had with the Father before the world was, that His kingdom
may be revealed to human eyes, and that His disciples may be strengthened
to behold it. He pleads that they may witness a manifestation of His
divinity that will comfort them in the hour of His supreme agony with the
knowledge that He is of a surety the Son of God and that His shameful
death is a part of the plan of redemption.
“His prayer is heard. While He is bowed in lowliness upon the stony
ground, suddenly the heavens open, the golden gates of the city of God are
thrown wide, and holy radiance descends upon the mount, enshrouding the
Saviour's form. Divinity from within flashes through humanity, and meets
the glory coming from above. Arising from His prostrate position, Christ
stands in godlike majesty. The soul agony is gone. His countenance now
shines "as the sun," and His garments are "white as the light."” —God’s
Amazing Grace, p. 346.

A WITNESS TO FORTIFY

4.

How solicitous was Jesus that His disciples should be given a
powerful manifestation of His glory in order that their faith may
carry them through their future disappointments? John 17:1;
Luke 21:31, 32

“Now the burden of His prayer is that they may be given a manifestation of
the glory He had with the Father before the world was, that His kingdom
may be revealed to human eyes, and that His disciples may be strengthened
to behold it. He pleads that they may witness a manifestation of His divinity
that will comfort them in the hour of His supreme agony with the knowledge
that He is of a surety the Son of God and that His shameful death is a part of
the plan of redemption.” —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 346.
“I saw that the faith of the disciples was greatly strengthened at the
transfiguration. God chose to give the followers of Jesus strong proof that
he was the promised Messiah, that in their bitter sorrow and disappointment

Second Half, Year 2022

8

they should not entirely cast away their confidence.” —Spiritual Gifts Vol. 1,
p. 40.

5.

Did Apostle Peter point to the event of the transfiguration to
verify that it indeed proved to be that for which Christ prayed,
and was it for the encouragement of Christ as well? 2 Peter 1:1618

“At the transfiguration, Jesus was glorified by His Father. We hear Him say:
"Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in Him." Thus before
His betrayal and crucifixion He was strengthened for His last dreadful
sufferings.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 353.

6.

Are we in these times also given manifestations of God’s glory
revealed in Jesus and His word to help us through our future
disappointments and moments of doubt? 2 Peter 1:19

“As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last
conflict, "the time of Jacob's trouble," they will grow up into Christ, and will
partake largely of His spirit. As the third message swells to a loud cry, and
as great power and glory attend the closing work, the faithful people of God
will partake of that glory. It is the latter rain which revives and strengthens
them to pass through the time of trouble. Their faces will shine with the glory
of that light which attends the third angel.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1,
p. 353.

THAT VOICE FROM HEAVEN

7.

Having identified the voice of God at Christ’s baptism as the
manifestation of His Spirit, was the voice at the mount of
transfiguration the same? Matt. 17:5
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“[Christ’s] life, given for this sinful world, was full of earnestness and
momentous results; for his work was to save perishing souls. He came forth
to be the true Light, shining amid the moral darkness of superstition and
error, and was announced by a voice from heaven proclaiming. "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." And at his transfiguration this
voice from heaven was again heard, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased; hear ye him." Christ brought to our world a certain knowledge
of God, and to all who received and obeyed his word, he gave power to
become the sons of God.” —Atlantic Union Gleaner, Jan. 27, 1909.

8.

Was there another occasion where that voice from heaven gave
witness on earth to glorify Christ? John 12:27-30

“As the voice was heard, a light encircled Christ, as if the arms of Infinite
Power were thrown about Him like a wall of fire. No one dared to speak. All
stood with eyes fixed on Jesus. The testimony of the Father having been
given, the cloud lifted, and scattered in the heavens.
“The inquiring Greeks saw the cloud, heard the voice, comprehended its
meaning, and discerned Christ indeed; to them He was revealed as the Sent
of God. The voice of God had been heard at the baptism of Jesus and again
at His transfiguration. Now it was heard for the third time by a larger number
of persons. Jesus had just made His last appeal and pronounced the doom of
the Jews. Now God again recognized the One whom Israel had rejected.
“This voice came not because of Me,” said Jesus, “but for your sakes.” It
was the signal from the Father that Jesus had spoken the truth, and was the
Son of God.” —From Heaven With Love, p. 419.
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LESSON 3

Sabbath, July 16, 2022

Upon the New Birth
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. John 3:5
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To seek an understanding of the activity of the Holy Spirit
effecting new birth.
To gain a comprehension of new birth—its practical reality.
To behold the witness of the water and the Spirit at new birth.

ACTIVITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

1.

What was the activity of the Holy Spirit during the creation of
this world? Gen. 1:1, 2; Job 33:4. And what movements of the
Holy Spirit will affect the spiritually dead? Eze. 37:9-10

“We are living in a time when men are dead in trespasses and sins. Dead
men cannot realize anything. Let us bear a testimony that is in accordance
with the truth we believe. Let us be united in cooperation as a living whole.
The dry bones need to be breathed upon by the Holy Spirit of God, that they
may come into action, as by a resurrection from the dead.” —Bible Training
School, Dec. 1, 1903.

2.

How did Jesus address this activity of the Holy Spirit? John 3:5-8
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“From the lives of those who follow Him, unrest and discontent are
banished. . . . They may meet with trial and difficulty, but their lives are full
of joy; for Christ walks beside them, and His presence makes the pathway
bright.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 62.
“While the wind is itself invisible, it produces effects that are seen and felt.
So the work of the Spirit upon the soul will reveal itself in every act of him
who has felt its saving power. When the Spirit of God takes possession of
the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts are put away, evil deeds are
renounced; love, humility, and peace take the place of anger, envy, and
strife. Joy takes the place of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light
of heaven. No one sees the hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light
descend from the courts above. The blessing comes when by faith the soul
surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human eye can see
creates a new being in the image of God.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 173.

NEW BIRTH

3.

As in creation the Godhead was at work, can we discern the same
in re-creation? John 3:16; 16:13-15

“The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that [Christ] could solicit from
His Father for the exaltation of His people. The Spirit was to be given as a
regenerating agent, and without this the sacrifice of Christ would have
been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening for centuries,
and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could
be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third
Person of the Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in
the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has
been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart
is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the
divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome
all hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own
character upon His church.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 671.
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4.

How does Inspiration articulate this work of the Godhead?
John 1:9-13

“So spiritual is the character of God's work upon the human heart that
receives it that it makes every one a new creature without destroying or
weakening any capability God has given to man. It purifies every attribute
fit for connection with the divine nature. That which is born of the Spirit
is Spirit, and when man is born from above, a heavenly peace pervades the
soul.” —Mind, Character, and Personality Vol. 1, p. 14.

5.

How else is this birth from above expressed? 2 Cor. 5:17, 18;
1 Peter 1:21

“Those who become new creatures in Christ Jesus will bring forth the fruits
of the Spirit, "love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance." Galatians 5:22, 23. They will no longer fashion
themselves according to the former lusts, but by the faith of the Son of God
they will follow in His steps, reflect His character, and purify themselves
even as He is pure. The things they once hated they now love, and the things
they once loved they hate. The proud and self-assertive become meek and
lowly in heart. The vain and supercilious become serious and unobtrusive.
The drunken become sober, and the profligate pure. The vain customs and
fashions of the world are laid aside. Christians will seek not the "outward
adorning," but "the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit."” —Steps to Christ, p. 58.

WATER AND SPIRIT

6.

In harmony with 1 John 5:8, is there a witness that a new birth
has taken place, that we have been born of God? Rom. 8:16
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“To them that believe, Christ is precious. His Spirit moving upon the mind
and heart of the believer is in perfect agreement with that which is written
in the Word. The Spirit and the Word agree perfectly. Thus the Spirit beareth
witness with our spirit that we are born of God.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 144.

7.

Where does the witness of both the water and the Spirit take
place? Rom. 6:4; John 3:5

“God has opened the way for us to receive help from the source of all power.
He has accepted his people in the beloved. Those who thus unite with the
church by baptism are sealed as men and women who have been born again,
of water and of the Spirit. They have entered upon a new life. They are to be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption which is in the
world through lust. They are to keep themselves free from every dishonest
practice. Their example is to be a continual witness to the power of heavenly
grace. The spirit of truth is to control them.” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 6, p. 28.
“On Sunday, fourteen were immersed in the water of the bay, as witness of
their death to sin and resurrection to the new life.” —The Review and Herald,
Feb. 11, 1896.

8.

When baptism is the genuine witness of new birth, does
Inspiration reveal the witness of the Spirit at that event?
Heb. 10:15 (first part)
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“He who opens the Scriptures, and feeds upon the heavenly manna,
becomes a partaker of the divine nature. He has no life or experience apart
from Christ. He hears the voice of God speaking from heaven, "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17). That voice is
assurance to him that he is accepted in the Beloved.” —Ye Shall Receive
Power, p. 347.

“The word that was spoken to Jesus at the Jordan . . . embraces humanity.
God spoke to Jesus as our representative. With all our sins and weaknesses,
we are not cast aside as worthless. "He hath made us accepted in the
beloved." Ephesians 1:6. The glory that rested upon Christ is a pledge of
the love of God for us.... His love has encircled man, and reached the
highest heaven. The light which fell from the open portals upon the head
of our Saviour will fall upon us as we pray for help to resist temptation.
The voice which spoke to Jesus says to every believing soul, This is My
beloved child, in whom I am well pleased.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 144.
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LESSON 4

Sabbath, July 23, 2022

The Witness Within
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children
of God. Romans 8:16
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To delve deeper into the witness of the Spirit upon earth.
To study the communication of the Holy Ghost with the spirit of
each individual.
To realise the prospect of obtaining divine enlightenment within
our being by the Spirit’s witness.

DIVINE WITNESS ON EARTH

1.

Upon contemplation of 1 John 5, what is revealed in regards to
the place of the Holy Spirit in contrast to the Father and the Son?
1 John 5:7, 8; Eccl. 5:2

“The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of
humanity, and independent thereof. Cumbered with humanity, Christ could
not be in every place personally. Therefore it was for their interest that He
should go to the Father, and send the Spirit to be His successor on earth. No
one could then have any advantage because of his location or his personal
contact with Christ. By the Spirit the Saviour would be accessible to all. In
this sense He would be nearer to them than if He had not ascended on high.”
—The Desire of Ages, p. 669.
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“If ye, then, being human and evil, "know how to give good gifts unto your
children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Him?" Luke 11:13. The Holy Spirit, the representative of
Himself, is the greatest of all gifts. All "good things" are comprised in this.
The Creator Himself can give us nothing greater, nothing better.” —Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessing, p. 132.

2.

As the representative of the Father and of Christ, how does
Christ reveal the activity of the Holy Spirit on earth? John 14:16,
18, 23

“When we consider what is our relation to Christ, and what he is to us
individually, our hearts will be softened and subdued. Beholding him,
praying to him, we shall open our hearts to him, and become habitations
of God through the Spirit. He will dwell in our hearts by faith.”
—The Youth Instructor, July 14, 1898.

IN THE SPIRIT OF MAN

3.

What is written in reference to the spirit of man? Prov. 20:27;
1 Cor. 2:11

“Truth has a spiritual influence. It enters the mind, direct and uncorrupted,
from One who is truth. The reception of truth in the inward parts is charged
with the greatest results. Truth is to be received into the heart and developed
and expressed in the character.” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 12, p. 125.

4.

How does the psalmist refer to this activity of God upon this
spirit of man (candle)? Ps. 18:28; Luke 11:34-36
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“Through the Holy Spirit, God's word is a light as it becomes a transforming
power in the life of the receiver. By implanting in their hearts the principles
of His word, the Holy Spirit develops in men the attributes of God. The light
of His glory--His character--is to shine forth in His followers. Thus they are
to glorify God, to lighten the path to the Bridegroom's home, to the city of
God, to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 414.

5.

Does Inspiration throw further light upon the activity by which
our spirit becomes enlightened? Ps. 27:1

“The Holy Spirit enlightens, renews, and sanctifies the soul. Angels behold
with inexpressible rapture the results of the working of the Holy Spirit in
man.”
“The Lord speaks to the heart that humbles itself before Him. At the altar of
prayer, as the throne of grace is touched by faith, we receive from the hand
of God that celestial torch which enlightens our darkness, and convinces us
of our spiritual necessity. The Holy Spirit takes of the things of God, and
reveals them to the one who is sincerely seeking for the heavenly treasure.
If we yield to His guidance, He leads us into all light. As we behold the glory
of Christ, we become changed into His image. We have that faith which
works by love, and purifies the soul. Our hearts are renewed, and we are
made willing to obey God in all things.” —Ye Shall Receive Power, pp. 332, 109.

HOLY SPIRIT WITHIN

6.

How does Apostle Paul summarise the concepts addressed in
questions 3 to 5? 1 Cor. 2:9-12

7.

In contemplation of the answer to question 6, are the deep things
of God transferable to our spirit? 1 Cor. 2:11, 12, 16
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“"When He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth."
John 16:13. Only by the aid of that Spirit who in the beginning "was
brooding upon the face of the waters;" of that Word by whom "all things
were made;" of that "true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world," can the testimony of science be rightly interpreted. Only by
their guidance can its deepest truths be discerned.
“Only under the direction of the Omniscient One shall we, in the study of
His works, be enabled to think His thoughts after Him.” —Education, p. 134.
“"The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities"; and the Spirit, being God, knoweth
the mind of God; therefore in every prayer of ours for the sick, or for other
needs, the will of God is to be regarded. "For what man knoweth the things
of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God".” —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 26.

8.

How did Jesus convey the thought that by the Holy Spirit, God’s
thoughts can be transferred into our very spirit? John 14:17;
1 Cor. 3:16

“Jesus is waiting to breathe upon all His disciples, and give them the
inspiration of His sanctifying Spirit, and transfuse the vital influence from
Himself to His people. He would have them understand that henceforth they
cannot serve two masters. Their lives cannot be divided. Christ is to live in
His human agents, and work through their faculties, and act through their
capabilities. Their will must be submitted to His will, they must act with His
Spirit that it may be no more they that live, but Christ that liveth in them.
Jesus is seeking to impress upon them the thought that in giving His Holy
Spirit He is giving to them the glory which the Father has given Him, that
He and His people may be one in God. Our way and will must be in
submission to God's will, knowing that it is holy, just, and good.”
—Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 26.
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9.

Is the witness of the Holy Spirit on earth therefore an internal
witness to the believer? Rom. 8:16; Eph. 3:16

“The Holy Spirit is a person, for He beareth witness with our spirits that we
are the children of God. When this witness is borne, it carries with it its own
evidence. At such times we believe and are sure that we are the children of
God.”
“The Holy Spirit has a personality, else He could not bear witness to our
spirits and with our spirits that we are the children of God. He must also be
a divine person, else He could not search out the secrets which lie hidden in
the mind of God. "For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God."” —Evangelism, pp. 616, 617.
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LESSON 5

Sabbath, July 30, 2022

Promise of Another
Comforter
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you for ever. John 14:16
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To behold Christ establishing the apostolic church while on earth.
To see Jesus preparing the apostles for His departure with the
promise of another comforter.
To research the words of Jesus instructing the disciples to wait for
the promise of the Spirit after His ascension.

RAISING THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

1.

In calling His disciples to follow Him, did Christ preempt their
faith in Him as an indicator that their connection with Him made
them the beginning of His church? Matt. 16:15-19

“"Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ."
1 Corinthians 3:11. "Upon this rock," said Jesus, "I will build My church."
In the presence of God, and all the heavenly intelligences, in the presence of
the unseen army of hell, Christ founded His church upon the living Rock.
That Rock is Himself,--His own body, for us broken and bruised. Against
the church built upon this foundation, the gates of hell shall not prevail.
“How feeble the church appeared when Christ spoke these words! There was
only a handful of believers, against whom all the power of demons and evil
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men would be directed; yet the followers of Christ were not to fear. Built
upon the Rock of their strength, they could not be overthrown.” —The Desire
of Ages, p. 413.

2.

How does Inspiration confirm that at the ordination of the twelve
disciples, Christ launched the Christian church? Mark 3:13, 14

“It was at the ordination of the Twelve that the first step was taken in the
organization of the church that after Christ's departure was to carry on His
work on the earth. Of this ordination the record says, "He goeth up into a
mountain, and calleth unto Him whom He would: and they came unto Him.
And He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might
send them forth to preach."”
“The disciples were to go forth as Christ's witnesses, to declare to the world
what they had seen and heard of Him. Their office was the most important
to which human beings had ever been called, second only to that of Christ
Himself. They were to be workers together with God for the saving of men.
As in the Old Testament the twelve patriarchs stood as representatives of
Israel, so the twelve apostles stand as representatives of the gospel church.”
—The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 18, 19.

OMEN OF THE COMING COMFORTER

3.

Did Jesus prepare His disciples for the fact that He would depart
and leave them with another comforter? John 16:5-7; 14:16, 17

“Christ declared that after His ascension, He would send to His church, as
His crowning gift, the Comforter, who was to take His place. This
Comforter is the Holy Spirit--the soul of His life, the efficacy of His
church, the light and life of the world.” —Our High Calling, p. 150.
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4.

In which way did Jesus impress His disciples of their need of the
Holy Spirit to accomplish the great work ahead of them?
John 20:21-23

“"And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them,
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted
unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained." The Holy
Spirit was not yet fully manifested; for Christ had not yet been glorified. The
more abundant impartation of the Spirit did not take place till after Christ's
ascension. Not until this was received could the disciples fulfill the
commission to preach the gospel to the world. But the Spirit was now given
for a special purpose. Before the disciples could fulfill their official duties
in connection with the church, Christ breathed His Spirit upon them. He was
committing to them a most sacred trust, and He desired to impress them with
the fact that without the Holy Spirit this work could not be accomplished.”
—The Desire of Ages, p. 805.

“The act of Christ in breathing upon His disciples the Holy Ghost, and in
imparting His peace to them, was as a few drops before the plentiful shower
to be given on the day of Pentecost. Jesus impressed this fact upon His
disciples, that as they should proceed in the work intrusted to them, they
would the more fully comprehend the nature of that work, and the manner
in which the kingdom of Christ was to be set up on earth.” —S.D.A. Bible
Commentary Vol. 5, p. 1151.

5.

Why was the Holy Spirit needed for the servants of God to do
their work? John 16:12-14

“It is the Spirit that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the
world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit that the heart is made pure. Through the
Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine nature. Christ has given
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His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and cultivated
tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church.”
“The Holy Spirit is the breath of spiritual life in the soul. The impartation of
the Spirit is the impartation of the life of Christ. It imbues the receiver with
the attributes of Christ. Only those who are thus taught of God, those who
possess the inward working of the Spirit, and in whose life the Christ-life is
manifested, are to stand as representative men, to minister in behalf of the
church.” —The Desire of Ages, pp. 671, 805.

TO WAIT FOR THE PROMISE

6.

What command did Jesus give to His disciples immediately prior
to His ascension? Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4, 5

“Christ's triumphant ascension to heaven was the signal that His followers
were to receive the promised blessing. For this they were to wait before they
entered upon their work without the visible presence of their beloved
Teacher. While He was yet with them, He commanded that they should not
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, "which, saith
He, ye have heard of Me. For John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence."” —The Signs of the Times,
May 17, 1899.

7.

Was there a particular reason that Jesus commanded them to
wait for the promise of the Holy Spirit? Acts 1:6-8

“For the carrying on of His work, Christ did not choose the learning or
eloquence of the Jewish Sanhedrin or the power of Rome. Passing by the
self-righteous Jewish teachers, the Master Worker chose humble, unlearned
men to proclaim the truths that were to move the world. These men He
purposed to train and educate as the leaders of His church. They in turn were
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to educate others and send them out with the gospel message. That they
might have success in their work they were to be given the power of the
Holy Spirit. Not by human might or human wisdom was the gospel to be
proclaimed, but by the power of God.”
“The disciples were to carry their work forward in Christ's name. Their every
word and act was to fasten attention on His name, as possessing that vital
power by which sinners may be saved. Their faith was to center in Him who
is the source of mercy and power. In His name they were to present their
petitions to the Father, and they would receive answer. They were to baptize
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Christ's name was to
be their watchword, their badge of distinction, their bond of union, the
authority for their course of action, and the source of their success. Nothing
was to be recognized in His kingdom that did not bear His name and
superscription.” —The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 17, 28.

8.

Is there a lesson for us to gain at this time, by which we may find
assurance for the work before us? Zech. 4:6, 7

“The power of the Holy Spirit is needed to chase away our unbelief and
unchristlike attributes. We must see our need of a physician. We are sick,
and do not know it. May the Lord convert the hearts of His workmen! When
there is a converted ministry, then look for results. But we cannot convert
our own hearts. This work can be done only by the power of the Holy Spirit.
In every stage of the work let this be remembered: "Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."” —Reflecting Christ, p. 114.
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LESSON 6

Sabbath, Aug. 6, 2022

Wind and Flames from
Heaven
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that
is born of the Spirit. John 3:8
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To watch the disciples during their waiting for the promised
Spirit.
To consider the meaning of wind and flames in answer to their
prayer.
To see the result of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit giving them
voice from heaven.

OCCUPYING THE WAITING TIME

1.

In response to Christ’s direction, how did the disciples spend their
time of waiting? Acts 1:12-14

“In obedience to Christ's command, they waited in Jerusalem for the promise
of the Father--the outpouring of the Spirit. They did not wait in idleness. The
record says that they were "continually in the temple, praising and blessing
God." Luke 24:53. They also met together to present their requests to the
Father in the name of Jesus. They knew that they had a Representative in
heaven, an Advocate at the throne of God. In solemn awe they bowed in
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prayer, repeating the assurance, "Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My
name, He will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My name: ask,
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." John 16:23, 24. Higher and
still higher they extended the hand of faith, with the mighty argument, "It is
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand
of God, who also maketh intercession for us." Romans 8:34.” —The Acts of
the Apostles, p. 35.

2.

Does Inspiration expand upon the ten days during which the
apostles prayed and waited for the promised blessing? Acts 1:14

“For ten days the disciples offered their petitions for the outpouring of the
Spirit, and Christ in heaven added His intercession. This was the occasion
of His ascension and inauguration, a jubilee in heaven. He had ascended on
high, leading captivity captive, and He now claimed the gift of the Spirit,
that He might pour it out upon His disciples.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6,
p. 1055.

“As the disciples waited for the fulfillment of the promise, they humbled
their hearts in true repentance and confessed their unbelief. As they called
to remembrance the words that Christ had spoken to them before His death
they understood more fully their meaning. Truths which had passed from
their memory were again brought to their minds, and these they repeated to
one another. They reproached themselves for their misapprehension of the
Saviour. Like a procession, scene after scene of His wonderful life passed
before them. As they meditated upon His pure, holy life they felt that no toil
would be too hard, no sacrifice too great, if only they could bear witness in
their lives to the loveliness of Christ's character. Oh, if they could but have
the past three years to live over, they thought, how differently they would
act! If they could only see the Master again, how earnestly they would strive
to show Him how deeply they loved Him, and how sincerely they sorrowed
for having ever grieved Him by a word or an act of unbelief! But they were
comforted by the thought that they were forgiven. And they determined that,
so far as possible, they would atone for their unbelief by bravely confessing
Him before the world.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 36.
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3.

Due to Christ’s commission of Matt. 28:19, 20, what was the
burden of the apostles during those days of prayer and
preparation? 1 John 1:1-4

“The disciples prayed with intense earnestness for a fitness to meet men and
in their daily intercourse to speak words that would lead sinners to Christ.
Putting away all differences, all desire for the supremacy, they came close
together in Christian fellowship. They drew nearer and nearer to God, and
as they did this they realized what a privilege had been theirs in being
permitted to associate so closely with Christ. Sadness filled their hearts as
they thought of how many times they had grieved Him by their slowness of
comprehension, their failure to understand the lessons that, for their good,
He was trying to teach them.
“These days of preparation were days of deep heart searching. The disciples
felt their spiritual need and cried to the Lord for the holy unction that was to
fit them for the work of soul saving. They did not ask for a blessing for
themselves merely. They were weighted with the burden of the salvation of
souls. They realized that the gospel was to be carried to the world, and they
claimed the power that Christ had promised.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 37.

PENTECOSTAL OUTPOURING

4.

At what point of their fellowship experience was their prayer for
the Holy Spirit fully answered? Acts 2:1-4

“Notice that it was after the disciples had come into perfect unity, when they
were no longer striving for the highest place, that the Spirit was poured out.
They were of one accord. All differences had been put away. And the
testimony borne of them after the Spirit had been given is the same. Mark
the word: "The multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one
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soul." The Spirit of Him who died that sinners might live, animated the entire
congregation of believers.” —Evangelism, p. 698.

5.

What did the sound of a rushing wind from heaven indicate in the
experience of those in that upper room? John 3:7, 8

“The Son of God compared the operations of the Holy Spirit to the wind,
which "bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth." Again, we read in the
Sacred Record that the world's Redeemer rejoiced in spirit, and said, "I thank
thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and has revealed them unto babes."” —Pamphlet
n°100, Testimony to the Physicians and Helpers of the Sanitarium, p. 82.

6.

How else was the movement of the Holy Spirit demonstrated in
the pentecostal event? Acts 2:3, 4

“"And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." The Holy
Spirit, assuming the form of tongues of fire, rested upon those assembled.
This was an emblem of the gift then bestowed on the disciples, which
enabled them to speak with fluency languages with which they had
heretofore been unacquainted. The appearance of fire signified the fervent
zeal with which the apostles would labor and the power that would attend
their work.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 39.

UTTERANCE FROM HEAVEN

7.

As those tongues of fire rested upon each head, what was the
impact upon the visiting crowds at Jerusalem? Acts 2:5-8, 11, 12
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“"There were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under heaven." During the dispersion the Jews had been scattered to almost
every part of the inhabited world, and in their exile they had learned to
speak various languages. Many of these Jews were on this occasion in
Jerusalem, attending the religious festivals then in progress. Every known
tongue was represented by those assembled. This diversity of languages
would have been a great hindrance to the proclamation of the gospel; God
therefore in a miraculous manner supplied the deficiency of the apostles.
The Holy Spirit did for them that which they could not have accomplished
for themselves in a lifetime. They could now proclaim the truths of the
gospel abroad, speaking with accuracy the languages of those for whom
they were laboring. This miraculous gift was a strong evidence to the world
that their commission bore the signet of Heaven. From this time forth the
language of the disciples was pure, simple, and accurate, whether they
spoke in their native tongue or in a foreign language.” —The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 39.

“They could speak because the Holy Spirit gave them utterance.” —S.D.A.
Bible Commentary Vol. 6, p. 1056.

8.

If the Holy Spirit gave the apostles utterance, does it follow that
their preaching was as the voice from heaven? Matt. 10:18-20

“Thus pleads the advocate of truth. Faithful among the faithless, loyal
among the disloyal, he stands as God's representative, and his voice is as a
voice from heaven. There is no fear, no sadness, no discouragement in word
or look. Strong in a consciousness of innocence, clothed in the panoply of
truth, he rejoices that he is a son of God. His words are as a shout of victory
above the roar of battle. He declares the cause to which he has devoted his
life, to be the only cause that can never fail. Though he may perish, the
gospel will not perish. God lives, and His truth will triumph.” —The Acts of
the Apostles, p. 495.

Second Half, Year 2022

30

MEDITATION
“There was the power of heaven as if this greatness of influence had for ages
been under restraint, and now the time had come, and all the universe of
heaven rejoiced in being able to communicate and pour down from heaven
the riches of the power upon the church, to be transferred to the world. And
what followed? Thousands were converted in a day. The sword of the Spirit
in the Word of God was indeed newly edged with power, and, bathed in the
lightnings of heaven, cut its way through unbelief.” —Manuscript Releases
Vol. 16, p. 200.

“The Lord did not lock the reservoir of heaven after pouring His Spirit upon
the early disciples. We also may receive of the fullness of His blessing.
Heaven is full of the treasures of His grace, and those who come to God in
faith may claim all that He has promised. If we do not have His power, it is
because of our spiritual lethargy, our indifference, our indolence. Let us
come out of this formality and deadness.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 6,
p. 1055.
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LESSON 7

Sabbath, Aug. 13, 2022

The Seven Golden
Candlesticks
…the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.
Revelation 1:20
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To grasp the comprehension that the Spirit’s outpouring at
Pentecost remains with God’s true church to the end of time.
To study the meaning of the seven candlesticks.
To associate the Holy Spirit with the sustenance of the burning
flames.

GOD’S TRUE CHURCH

1.

How far-reaching was the commission and promise Christ gave to
His disciples ? Matt. 28:18-20

“They were to teach the observance of all things whatsoever Jesus had
commanded them, and were to baptize in the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost. Jesus was about to be removed from his disciples; but
he assured them that although he should ascend to his Father, his Spirit and
influence would be with them always, and with their successors even unto
the end of the world.” —The Spirit of Prophecy Vol. 3, p. 238.
“The prayer of Christ is not only for those who are now His disciples, but
for all those who shall believe on Christ through the words of His disciples,
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even to the end of the world. Jesus was just about to yield up His life to bring
life and immortality to light. Christ, amid His sufferings, and being daily
rejected of men, looks down the lines two thousand years to His church
which would be in existence in the last days, before the close of this earth's
history.” —Selected Messages Book 3, p. 18.

2.

Just as the disciples who constituted God’s church needed the
outpouring of His Spirit, has that original outpouring remained
with it till now? John 14:16

“The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning
of the early, or former, rain, and glorious was the result. To the end of time
the presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church.” —The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 54.

3.

Does the answer to question two mean that God’s church has ever
been one faithful church, although so many Christian churches
have evolved over time? Matt. 16:16-18

“From the beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church on earth. In
every age the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a faithful
testimony to the generation in which they lived. These sentinels gave the
message of warning; and when they were called to lay off their armor, others
took up the work. God brought these witnesses into covenant relation with
Himself, uniting the church on earth with the church in heaven. He has sent
forth His angels to minister to His church, and the gates of hell have not been
able to prevail against His people.”
“During ages of spiritual darkness the church of God has been as a city set
on a hill. From age to age, through successive generations, the pure doctrines
of heaven have been unfolding within its borders. Enfeebled and defective
as it may appear, the church is the one object upon which God bestows in a
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special sense His supreme regard. It is the theater of His grace, in which He
delights to reveal His power to transform hearts.” —The Acts of the Apostles,
pp. 11, 12.

“The Lord has had a church from that day, through all the changing scenes
of time to the present period, 1893. The Bible sets before us a model church.”
—Selected Messages Book 3, p. 18.

SEVEN CANDLESTICKS

4.

How does Jesus describe the existence of this church through the
successive generations? Rev. 1:12, 13, 20

“The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different
periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is
symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the end of time, while the
symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods in the
history of the world.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585.

5.

Where else are seven candlesticks described, from which we can
gain a field of comprehension regarding Christ’s church?
Ex. 25:31, 37; Zech. 4:2-6, 11-14

“In this vision the two olive trees which stand before God are represented as
emptying the golden oil out of themselves through golden tubes into the
bowl of the candlestick. From this the lamps of the sanctuary are fed, that
they may give a bright, continuous light. So from the anointed ones that
stand in God's presence the fullness of divine light and love and power is
imparted to His people, that they may impart to others light and joy and
refreshing. Those who are thus enriched are to enrich others with the treasure
of God's love.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 594.
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OIL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

6.

What detail does Inspiration provide regarding the vision of the
seven-lamped candlesticks? Zech. 4:6

“From the two olive trees, the golden oil was emptied through golden pipes
into the bowl of the candlestick and thence into the golden lamps that gave
light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God's presence,
His Spirit is imparted to human instrumentalities that are consecrated to His
service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to communicate light and
power to God's people. It is to receive blessing for us that they stand in God's
presence. As the olive trees empty themselves into the golden pipes, so the
heavenly messengers seek to communicate all that they receive from God.
The whole heavenly treasure awaits our demand and reception; and as we
receive the blessing, we in our turn are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy
lamps are fed, and the church becomes a light bearer in the world.”
—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 510.

7.

If the church in seven periods of time is represented by the sevenpronged candlestick, how beautifully does the vision of Zechariah
describe the flow of the Holy Spirit from heaven to earth?
Zech. 4:12

“These empty themselves into the golden bowls, which represent the hearts
of the living messengers of God, who bear the Word of the Lord to the
people in warnings and entreaties. The Word itself must be as represented,
the golden oil, emptied from the two olive trees that stand by the Lord of the
whole earth. This is the baptism by the Holy Spirit with fire. This will open
the soul of unbelievers to conviction. The wants of the soul can be met only
by the working of the Holy Spirit of God. Man can of himself do nothing to
satisfy the longings and meet the aspirations of the heart.” —S.D.A. Bible
Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1180.
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LESSON 8

Sabbath, Aug. 20, 2022

Flowing Oil
…behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words
unto you. Proverbs 1:23
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To expand upon the words of Zechariah 4 regarding the golden
oil.
To study the meaning of the oil flowing from one source to
another.
To realise that the Old and New Testament are the product of the
flowing oil.

PIPING OF OIL

1.

What was revealed to Zechariah regarding the source of the
golden oil? Zech. 4:11, 14

“By the holy beings surrounding his throne, the Lord keeps up a constant
communication with the inhabitants of the earth. The golden oil represents
the grace with which God keeps the lamps of believers supplied. Were it not
that this holy oil is poured from heaven in the messages of God's Spirit, the
agencies of evil would have entire control over men.” —The Review and
Herald, Feb. 3, 1903.

“The anointed ones standing by the Lord of the whole earth have the position
once given to Satan as covering cherub. By the holy beings surrounding His
throne, the Lord keeps up a constant communication with the inhabitants of
the earth.” —The Truth About Angels, p. 150.
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2.

How was the oil channelled to the candlestick? Zech. 4:12

“When the anointed ones empty themselves through the golden pipes, the
golden oil flows out of themselves into the golden bowls, to flow forth into
the lamps, the churches. This is the work of every true, devoted servant of
the living God.” —The Voice in Speech and Song, p. 278.

FROM ONE TO ANOTHER

3.

Evidently the oil of the Holy Spirit is imparted to the covering
cherubs; who then are the next recipients of the oil? 2 Peter 1:21;
Dan. 8:16; Luke 1:19

“These empty themselves into the golden bowls, which represent the hearts
of the living messengers of God, who bear the Word of the Lord to the
people in warnings and entreaties.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1180.

4.

As the messengers, prophetic Bible writers, receive the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who are next in line to receive the
oil? Eccl. 12:10, 11

“Read and study the fourth chapter of Zechariah. The two olive trees empty
the golden oil out of themselves through the golden pipes into the golden
bowl from which the lamps of the sanctuary are fed. The golden oil
represents the Holy Spirit. With this oil God's ministers are to be constantly
supplied, that they, in turn, may impart it to the church.” —Testimonies to
Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 188.
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5.

As church members are ministered to with the oil, what are they
in turn to do? 1 Peter 4:10, 11

“As the olive trees empty themselves into the golden pipes, so the heavenly
messengers seek to communicate all that they receive from God. The
whole heavenly treasure awaits our demand and reception; and as we
receive the blessing, we in our turn are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy
lamps are fed, and the church becomes a light-bearer in the world.”
—Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 17.

“The minister cannot save the people. He can be a channel through which
God will impart light to His people; but after the light is given, it is left with
the people to appropriate that light, and in their turn to let it shine forth to
others.” —Gospel Workers (1915), p. 196.

SPIRIT-INSPIRED WORD

6.

What in practical terms is meant by the oil of the Holy Spirit
flowing from one instrument to another? Prov. 1:23; 2 Tim. 3:16

“The Word itself must be as represented, the golden oil, emptied from the
two olive trees that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.” —S.D.A. Bible
Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1180.

7.

As the two olive trees in the vision of Zechariah 4 first pour the
oil into the holy men of God who wrote the Bible, what then is the
Old and New Testament equated with? Rev. 11:3, 4
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“Concerning the two witnesses the prophet declares further: "These are the
two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the
earth." "Thy word," said the psalmist, "is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path." Revelation 11:4; Psalm 119:105. The two witnesses
represent the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament. Both are
important testimonies to the origin and perpetuity of the law of God. Both
are witnesses also to the plan of salvation. The types, sacrifices, and
prophecies of the Old Testament point forward to a Saviour to come. The
Gospels and Epistles of the New Testament tell of a Saviour who has come
in the exact manner foretold by type and prophecy.” —The Great Controversy,
p. 267.

8.

How important then is the Holy Spirit in the heart of the reader
of the Scriptures? 1 John 2:20, 27

“The mission of the two anointed ones is to communicate to God's people
that heavenly grace which alone can make His word a lamp to the feet and
a light to the path. "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts." Zechariah 4:6.”
“Without the Spirit of God a knowledge of His word is of no avail. The
theory of truth, unaccompanied by the Holy Spirit, cannot quicken the soul
or sanctify the heart. One may be familiar with the commands and promises
of the Bible; but unless the Spirit of God sets the truth home, the character
will not be transformed. Without the enlightenment of the Spirit, men will
not be able to distinguish truth from error, and they will fall under the
masterful temptations of Satan.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 408.

MEDITATION
“From the two olive trees, the golden oil was emptied through golden pipes
into the bowl of the candlestick and thence into the golden lamps that gave
light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God's presence,
His Spirit is imparted to human instrumentalities that are consecrated to His
service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to communicate light and
power to God's people. It is to receive blessing for us that they stand in God's
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presence. As the olive trees empty themselves into the golden pipes, so the
heavenly messengers seek to communicate all that they receive from God.
The whole heavenly treasure awaits our demand and reception; and as we
receive the blessing, we in our turn are to impart it. Thus it is that the holy
lamps are fed, and the church becomes a light bearer in the world.”
—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 510.
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LESSON 9

Sabbath, Aug. 27, 2022

Oil in Each Vessel
But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. Matthew 25:4
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To revisit the channelling of the oil of the Holy Spirit from the
cherubim to the Scriptures.
To find the understanding of God’s design for His Spirit to flow
from the Bible into the hearts of believers.
To comprehend the connection of the wise virgins in the parable,
with the vision of Zechariah.

OIL IN THE LAMP

1.

Having seen that the Old and New Testament are equated with
the two olive trees, and their connection to the candlesticks, does
Inspiration clearly identify the Bible as the lamp that contains the
oil of the Holy Spirit? 2 Peter 1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16

“The two classes of watchers represent the two classes who profess to be
waiting for their Lord. They are called virgins because they profess a pure
faith. By the lamps is represented the word of God.”
“From the two olive trees the golden oil was emptied through the golden
pipes into the bowl of the candlestick, and thence into the golden lamps that
gave light to the sanctuary. So from the holy ones that stand in God's
presence His Spirit is imparted to the human instrumentalities who are
consecrated to His service. The mission of the two anointed ones is to
communicate to God's people that heavenly grace which alone can make His
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word a lamp to the feet and a light to the path. "Not by might, nor by power,
but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." Zechariah 4:6.” —Christ’s Object
Lessons, pp. 406, 408.

2.

How precisely does the Scripture identify the Bible of God’s word
as a lamp? Ps. 119:105

“The Bible is God’s great director. It is a lamp to our feet, a light to our path.
It flashes its light ahead, that we may see the path by which we are traveling;
and its rays are thrown back on past history, showing the most perfect
harmony in that which to the mind in darkness appears like error and discord.
In that which seems to the worldling an inexplicable mystery, God’s children
see light and beauty.” —Christ Triumphant, p. 328.

OIL IN THE VESSEL

3.

By reading the words of the Bible, what will take place in the soul
of the prayerful reader? Matt. 5:6; Ps. 119:130

“The Spirit operating upon and enlightening the human mind, creates faith
in God. In the Scriptures faith is stated to be the gift of God, powerful unto
salvation, enlightening the hearts of those who search for truth as for
hidden treasure. The Spirit of God impresses the truth on the heart. The
gospel is called the power of God unto salvation, because God alone can
make the truth a power which sanctifies the soul. He alone can render the
cross of Christ triumphant.” —The General Conference Bulletin, April 1, 1899.

4.

How are we to read the Bible in order for its holy oil to pour into
our heart? Ps. 119:11
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“But the mere reading of the word will not accomplish the result designed
of heaven; it must be studied, and cherished in the heart.” —Counsels to
Parents, Teachers, and Students, p. 423.

“The Word of God is a character-detector, a motive-tester. We are to read
this Word with heart and mind open to receive the impressions that God will
give. We must not think that the reading of the Word can accomplish that
which only He whom the Word reveals, who stands behind the Word, can
accomplish. Some are in danger of hastening to the conclusion that because
they hold firmly to the doctrines of the truth, they are actually in possession
of the blessings which these doctrines declare shall come to the receiver of
truth. Many keep the truth in the outer court. Its sacred principles have not a
controlling influence over the words, the thoughts, the actions.” —The Faith
I Live By, p. 18.

5.

Is there another source by which the oil of the word can flow into
our vessel? Rom. 10:14, 15, 17

“The word is the preacher's light, and as the golden oil flows from the
heavenly olive tree into the bowl, it makes the lamp of life flash with a
clearness and power that all will discern. Those who have the privilege of
sitting under such a ministry, if their hearts are susceptible to the Holy
Spirit's influence, will feel an inner life. The fire of God's love will be
kindled within them. The Bible, the word of God, is the bread of life. He
who feeds the flock of God must himself first eat of the bread which came
down from heaven. He will see the truth on every side. He will not venture
to come before the people until he has first communed with God. Then he is
led to work as Christ worked. He respects the varied minds that compose his
audience. He has a word that touches the case of all, not worldly, confusing
ideas. He has no right to introduce the worldly perplexities. The bread of life
will satisfy every soul hunger.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers,
p. 339.

“Were it not that this holy oil is poured from heaven in the messages of God's
Spirit, the agencies of evil would have entire control over men. God is
dishonored when we do not receive the communications that He sends us.
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Thus we refuse the golden oil which He would pour into our souls to be
communicated to those in darkness.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1179.

THE WISE VIRGINS

6.

In the light of the answers to question three to five, are we able to
discern the difference between the foolish and the wise virgins in
Christ’s parable? Matt. 25:1-4

“In the parable, all the ten virgins went out to meet the bridegroom. All had
lamps and vessels for oil. For a time there was seen no difference between
them. So with the church that lives just before Christ's second coming. All
have a knowledge of the Scriptures. All have heard the message of Christ's
near approach, and confidently expect His appearing. But as in the parable,
so it is now. A time of waiting intervenes, faith is tried; and when the cry is
heard, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him," many are
unready. They have no oil in their vessels with their lamps. They are
destitute of the Holy Spirit.
“Without the Spirit of God a knowledge of His word is of no avail. The
theory of truth, unaccompanied by the Holy Spirit, cannot quicken the soul
or sanctify the heart. One may be familiar with the commands and promises
of the Bible; but unless the Spirit of God sets the truth home, the character
will not be transformed. Without the enlightenment of the Spirit, men will
not be able to distinguish truth from error, and they will fall under the
masterful temptations of Satan.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 408.

7.

Does Inspiration expand on the meaning of oil in the vessel of the
wise virgins in application for God’s people before Christ’s
return? Joel 2:23 (margin), 28, 29; John 14:26
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“We cannot be ready to meet the Lord by waking when the cry is heard,
"Behold, the Bridegroom!" and then gathering up our empty lamps to have
them replenished. . . . In the parable the wise virgins had oil in their vessels
with their lamps. Their light burned with undimmed flame through the night
of watching. . . . So the followers of Christ are to shed light into the darkness
of the world. Through the Holy Spirit, God's word is a light as it becomes a
transforming power in the life of the receiver. By implanting in their hearts
the principles of His word, the Holy Spirit develops in men the attributes of
God. The light of His glory--His character--is to shine forth in His
followers.” —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 214.

MEDITATION
“The Holy Spirit is a divine teacher. If we heed its lessons we shall become
wise unto salvation. But we need to guard well our hearts, for too often we
forget the heavenly instruction we have received and seek to act out the
natural inclinations of our unconsecrated minds. Each one must fight his
own battle against self. Heed the teachings of the Holy Spirit. If this is done,
they will be repeated again and again until the impressions are as it were
"lead in the rock forever."” —Counsels on Health, p. 561.
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LESSON 10

Sabbath, Sept. 3, 2022

Unction from the Holy One
But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.
1 John 2:20
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To understand the anointing aspect of the Holy Spirit.
To magnify the illumination received by the Holy Spirit to
understand Scripture.
To appreciate the influence of Spirit-filled believers upon the
world.

THE ANOINTING OIL

1.

In the light of the truth that we need the Holy Spirit to assimilate
the word into the formation of our character, does Scripture
expand on this necessary endowment? 1 John 2:20, 21, 27

“The Holy Spirit is doing its work on the hearts. But if the ministers have
not first received their message from heaven, if they have not drawn their
own supplies from the refreshing, life-giving stream, how can they let that
flow forth which they have not received? What a thought, that hungry,
thirsty souls are sent away empty! A man may lavish all the treasures of his
learning, he may exhaust the moral energies of his nature, and yet
accomplish nothing, because he himself has not received the golden oil from
the heavenly messengers; therefore it cannot flow forth from him, imparting
spiritual life to the needy. The tidings of joy and hope must come from
heaven. Learn, oh, learn of Jesus what it means to abide in Christ!
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“If the Christian minister receives the golden oil, he has life; and where there
is life, there is no stagnation, no dwarfed experience. There is constant
growth to the full stature of Christ Jesus. If we have a deep, growing
experience in heavenly things, we walk with the Lord, as did Enoch. Instead
of consenting to the propositions of Satan, there is most earnest prayer for
the heavenly anointing, that we may distinguish the right, the heaven born,
from the common.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 338.

2.

How does God address this inward work of the anointing of the
Holy Spirit? Eze. 36:26, 27; Jer. 31:33, 34

“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone is written by the
Holy Spirit upon the tables of the heart. Instead of going about to establish
our own righteousness we accept the righteousness of Christ. His blood
atones for our sins. His obedience is accepted for us. Then the heart renewed
by the Holy Spirit will bring forth "the fruits of the Spirit." Through the
grace of Christ we shall live in obedience to the law of God written upon our
hearts. Having the Spirit of Christ, we shall walk even as He walked.
Through the prophet He declared of Himself, "I delight to do Thy will, O
My God: yea, Thy law is within My heart." Psalm 40:8. And when among
men He said, "The Father hath not left Me alone; for I do always those things
that please Him." John 8:29.” —Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 372.

ILLUMINATION TO UNDERSTAND

3.

If we do not have the Holy Spirit in our vessel, what serious
danger are we in? Rev. 3:15-17

“The state of the Church represented by the foolish virgins, is also spoken
of as the Laodicean state.”
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“Those who have despised the divine grace that is at their command, that
would have qualified them to be the inhabitants of heaven, will be the foolish
virgins. They had all the light, all the knowledge, but they failed to obtain
the oil of grace; they did not receive the truth in its sanctifying power.”
—The Review and Herald, Aug. 19, 1890.

4.

How is this serious danger clarified by Inspiration? Prov. 3:5-7

“The message to the Laodicean church is applicable to our condition. How
plainly is pictured the position of those who think they have all the truth,
who take pride in their knowledge of the Word of God, while its sanctifying
power has not been felt in their lives. The fervor of the love of God is
wanting in their hearts, but it is this very fervor of love that makes God's
people the light of the world.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 961.
“The five foolish virgins represent the careless, indolent, self-satisfied
professor of religion. They have a calm expectation of entering heaven
sometime, yet they have not purified their souls by obeying the truth. They
understand the theory of truth, but have no vital connection with God.”
—The Bible Echo, Nov. 5, 1894.

5.

Although all truth for this time may be possessed, what does the
anointing of the Holy Spirit bring about in the vessel of the wise?
Dan. 12:9, 10; Job 32:8; Eph. 1:18

“We receive Christ through His word, and the Holy Spirit is given to open
the word of God to our understanding, and bring home its truths to our
hearts. We are to pray day by day that as we read His word, God will send
His Spirit to reveal to us the truth that will strengthen our souls for the day's
need.” —Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 112.
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“When on the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the
disciples, they understood the truths that Christ had spoken in parables. The
teachings that had been mysteries to them were made clear. The
understanding that came to them with the outpouring of the Spirit made them
ashamed of their fanciful theories. Their suppositions and interpretations
were foolishness when compared with the knowledge of heavenly things
which they now received. They were led by the Spirit, and light shone into
their once darkened understanding.” —Counsels for the Church, p. 76.

SPIRIT-FILLED WITNESSES

6.

When the disciples were illumined by the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, what did they become to those who heard them?
Acts 1:8; 5:32

“Christ, in His mediatorial capacity, gives to His servants the presence of
the Holy Spirit. It is the efficiency of the Spirit that enables human agencies
to be representatives of the Redeemer in the work of soul saving.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 7, p. 30.

“The apostles were not sent forth to be witnesses for Christ until they had
received that spiritual endowment necessary to fit them for the execution of
their great commission. All professions of Christianity are but lifeless
expressions of faith until Jesus imbues the believer with his spiritual life,
which is the Holy Ghost. The evangelist is not prepared to teach the truth,
and to be the representative of Christ, till he has received this heavenly gift.”
—The Spirit of Prophecy Vol. 3, p. 242.

7.

Does Inspiration actually identify God’s representatives as His
mouthpiece? Ex. 18:19; 1 Peter 4:11
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“The minister stands as God's mouthpiece to the people, and in thought, in
word, in act, he is to represent his Lord. When Moses was chosen as the
messenger of the covenant, the word given him was, "Be thou for the people
to Godward." Today God chooses men as He chose Moses, to be His
messengers, and heavy is the woe resting on the one who dishonors his holy
calling, or lowers the standard set for him in the life and labors of the Son of
God.” —Gospel Workers (1915), p. 20.
“We must receive light and blessing, that we may have something to impart.
It is the privilege of every worker first to talk with God in the secret place
of prayer and then to talk with the people as God’s mouthpiece. Men and
women who commune with God, who have an abiding Christ, make the very
atmosphere holy, because they are co-operating with holy angels. Such
witness is needed for this time.” —Prayer, p. 186.
“Every one who heeds this invitation will yoke up with Christ. We are to
manifest at all times and in all places the meekness and lowliness of Christ.
Then the Lord will stand by His messengers and will make them His
mouthpieces, and he who is a mouthpiece for God will never put into the
lips of human beings words which the Majesty of heaven would not utter
when contending with the devil.” —Mind, Character, and Personality Vol. 2,
p. 634.

8.

How are Spirit-filled servants of God to communicate the truth
they have received as an unction from the Holy One? 2 Cor. 5:20

“There is to be no levity, no trifling, no fanciful interpretation; the minister
must speak in sincerity and deep earnestness, as a voice from God
expounding the Sacred Scriptures. He is to bring to his hearers those things
which most concern their present and eternal good.” —Gospel Workers (1915),
p. 147.

“The truth is precious, of more value than gold; therefore its delivery should
be carefully considered that the message may be presented in such a manner
that it will be to the hearer as the voice of God.” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 6,
p. 181.
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MEDITATION
“The men intrusted with sacred responsibilities as teachers of spiritual things
are representatives of Christ. Having His meekness and lowliness, they day
by day witness for Him. They manifest His Spirit in their earnest endeavor
to do good, and they receive the unction represented by the holy oil. The
impartation of God's Spirit is an overflowing of the holy oil from the divine
receptacle into human vessels prepared to receive it. Thus by the power and
grace of God, and under His superintending care, the work is carried
forward, in the face of mighty foes. This work is not to cease until its
completion amid the triumphant shout of victory, "Grace, grace unto it."”
—The Review and Herald, Feb. 5, 1901.
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LESSON 11

Sabbath, Sept. 10, 2022

The Former and Latter Rain
Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is
prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the
latter and former rain unto the earth. Hosea 6:3
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To understand the meaning behind the expression “former and
latter rain”.
To identify the timing of the former rain and its extension to the
time of the latter.
To expand upon the impact the former and latter rain has on the
earth.

ITS MEANING

1.

Do we have an explanation by Inspiration describing the figure of
the former and latter rain that falls in the land of Israel?
Joel 2:23; Jer. 5:24

“Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands
at seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of
spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The outpouring
of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or
former, rain, and glorious was the result. . . . But near the close of earth's
harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is promised to prepare the
church for the coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is
likened to the falling of the latter rain.
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“The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that
prepares the church for the coming of the Son of man. But unless the former
rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up.
Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no
seed to perfection.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 333.

2.

Does Scripture make the connection of physical rain with the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit? Joel 2:23, 28, 29; Hosea 6:3

“In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order
that the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the fertilizing showers,
the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the
season, ripens the grain, and prepares it for the sickle. The Lord employs
these operations of nature to represent the work of the Holy Spirit.”
—The Faith I Live By, p. 334.

3.

With what detail is the falling of rain equated with the falling of
the Holy Spirit on God’s people? Joel 2:23 (margin); Deut. 32:1-2

“It is not enough to have an intellectual knowledge of the truth. . . . There
must be an entrance of the Word into the heart. It must be set home by the
power of the Holy Spirit. The will must be brought into harmony with its
requirements. Not only the intellect but the heart and conscience must
concur in the acceptance of the truth.” —That I May Know Him, p. 192.

THE TIMING OF

4.

How did Apostle Peter identify the commencement of the former
rain as cited in Joel chapter two? Acts 2:14-18
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“The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was "the former
rain," and glorious was the result.” —Last Day Events, p. 185.

5.

Does Inspiration reveal the timespan of the former rain and its
connection with the latter rain? Hosea 6:3 (last part)

“The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning
of the early, or former, rain, and glorious was the result. To the end of time
the presence of the Spirit is to abide with the true church.” —The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 54.

“The latter rain, ripening earth's harvest, represents the spiritual grace that
prepares the church for the coming of the Son of man. But unless the former
rain has fallen, there will be no life; the green blade will not spring up.
Unless the early showers have done their work, the latter rain can bring no
seed to perfection.” —Last Day Events, p. 183.

IMPACT UPON EARTH

6.

What was the impact the former rain effected? Acts 2:41-47

“Christ ascended to heaven and sent His Holy Spirit to give power to the
work of His disciples. Thousands were converted in a day. In a single
generation the gospel was carried to every nation under heaven.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 8, p. 26.

“They grasped the imparted gift. And what followed? Thousands were
converted in a day. The sword of the Spirit, newly edged with power and
bathed in the lightnings of heaven, cut its way through unbelief.
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“The hearts of the disciples were surcharged with a benevolence so full, so
deep, so far-reaching, that it impelled them to go to the ends of the earth
testifying: God forbid that we should glory, save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ. They were filled with an intense longing to add to the church
of such as should be saved. They called on the believers to arouse and do
their part, that all nations might hear the truth and the earth be filled with the
glory of the Lord.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 7, p. 31.

7.

As the world was impacted into Christianity from that day until
now, does Scripture describe the impact of the latter rain?
Hab. 2:14; Rev. 18:1, 4

“I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth in great power. It
had effect. I saw those who had been bound; some wives had been bound by
their husbands, and some children had been bound by their parents. The
honest who had been held or prevented from hearing the truth, now eagerly
laid hold of it. All fear of their relatives was gone. The truth alone was
exalted to them. It was dearer and more precious than life. They had been
hungering and thirsting for truth. I asked what had made this great change.
An angel answered: "It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of
the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel."” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1,
p. 182.

8.

Besides the positive impact of both the former and latter rain,
was there also a negative impact? Acts 4:1-3, 18; 2 Tim. 3:12

“Great power was with these chosen ones. Said the angel: "Look ye!" My
attention was turned to the wicked, or unbelievers. They were all astir. The
zeal and power with the people of God had aroused and enraged them.
Confusion, confusion was on every side. I saw measures taken against this
company, who had the power and light of God. Darkness thickened around
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them, yet there they stood, approved of God, and trusting in Him. I saw them
perplexed. Next I heard them crying unto God earnestly. Through the day
and night their cry ceased not.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 183.
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LESSON 12

Sabbath, Sept. 17, 2022

The Latter Rain
Ask ye of the LORD rain in the time of the latter rain; so the LORD shall
make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every one grass in
the field. Zechariah 10:1
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To identify from Inspiration the time for the beginning of the
latter rain.
To study who it is who will receive the latter rain.
To gain the understanding of a Spirit-filled people in the final
work of God.

TIME OF THE LATTER RAIN

1.

According to the seasons of seedtime and harvest, when is the
time that farmers look for the latter rain? Zech. 10:1

“In the East the former rain falls at the sowing time. It is necessary in order
that the seed may germinate. Under the influence of the fertilizing showers,
the tender shoot springs up. The latter rain, falling near the close of the
season, ripens the grain, and prepares it for the sickle.”
“While we cherish the blessing of the early rain, we must not, on the other
hand, lose sight of the fact that without the latter rain, to fill out the ears and
ripen the grain, the harvest will not be ready for the sickle, and the labor of
the sower will have been in vain. Divine grace is needed at the beginning,
divine grace at every step of advance, and divine grace alone can complete
the work.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 334.
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2.

Having learnt that the former and latter rain are a figure that
represents the work of the Holy Spirit, when is the time in earth’s
history to look for the time of the latter rain? Joel 2:29-31

“The former rain was given at the commencement of the Christian age, in
the time of the sowing of the gospel seed, to cause it to germinate and take
good root. Then the church enjoyed the gifts. And when the latter rain shall
be poured out at the close of the dispensation, to ripen the golden harvest for
the garner of God, then will the gifts of the Holy Spirit be manifested in all
their fullness.” —The Spirit of Prophecy Vol. 1, p. 10 (Introduction).
“But near the close of earth's harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is
promised to prepare the church for the coming of the Son of man. This
outpouring of the Spirit is likened to the falling of the latter rain; and it is for
this added power that Christians are to send their petitions to the Lord of the
harvest "in the time of the latter rain." In response, "the Lord shall make
bright clouds, and give them showers of rain." "He will cause to come down
. . . the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain," Zechariah 10:1; Joel 2:23.”
—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 55.

3.

How vividly does Inspiration express that the time of the latter
rain was already applicable in Sister White’s time? Romans 11:33

“Let us, with contrite hearts, pray most earnestly that now, in the time of the
latter rain, the showers of grace may fall upon us. At every meeting we
attend our prayers should ascend, that at this very time God will impart
warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the Holy Spirit, it
will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious dependence
upon God for the perfecting latter rain. If we pray for the blessing in faith,
we shall receive it as God has promised.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel
Workers, p. 508.
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“We have now come to the last days of the work of the third angel's message,
when Satan will work with increasing power because he knows that his time
is short. At the same time there will come to us through the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, diversities of operations in the outpouring of the Spirit. This is the
time of the latter rain.” —Selected Messages Book 3, p. 83.

WHO WILL RECEIVE IT

4.

In spiritual terms, is the former rain still relevant during the time
of the latter rain? Joel 2:23

“Many have in a great measure failed to receive the former rain. They have
not obtained all the benefits that God has thus provided for them. They
expect that the lack will be supplied by the latter rain. When the richest
abundance of grace shall be bestowed, they intend to open their hearts to
receive it. They are making a terrible mistake. […] But there must be no
neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only those who are
living up to the light they have will receive greater light. Unless we are daily
advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian virtues, we shall not
recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the latter rain. It may be
falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern or receive it.”
“If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive
both the former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the
responsibility will lie at our own door.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel
Workers, p. 507.

5.

Upon contemplation of the answer to question 4, who only then
will receive the latter rain? Acts 3:19-21

“Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian
virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the
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latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern
or receive it.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 507.
“But near the close of earth's harvest a special bestowal is promised to
prepare the church for the coming of the Son of man. This outpouring is the
latter rain, and for this added power Christians are to send their petitions to
the Lord of the harvest “in the time of the latter rain.” In response, “the Lord
shall ... give them showers of rain.” “He will cause to come down ... the rain,
the former rain, and the latter rain.” Zechariah 10:1; Joel 2:23. But only those
who constantly receive fresh supplies of grace will have ability to use that
power. Daily they are improving the opportunities for service that lie within
their reach, witnessing wherever they may be, in the home or in a public
field of usefulness.” —From Trials to Triumph, p. 30.
“The Lord calls for united action. Well-organized efforts must be made to
secure laborers. There are poor, honest, humble souls whom the Lord will
put in your place, who have never had the opportunities you have had, and
who could not have them because you were not worked by the Holy Spirit.
We may be sure that when the Holy Spirit is poured out those who did not
receive and appreciate the early rain will not see or understand the value of
the latter rain. When we are truly consecrated to God, His love will abide in
our hearts by faith, and we will cheerfully do our duty in accordance with
the will of God.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 399.

6.

What other condition are we to fulfill to receive the latter rain?
Zech. 10:1 (first part); Luke 11:9, 13

“"Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain." Do not rest satisfied
that in the ordinary course of the season, rain will fall. Ask for it. The growth
and perfection of the seed rests not with the husbandman. God alone can
ripen the harvest. But man's co-operation is required. God's work for us
demands the action of our mind, the exercise of our faith. We must seek His
favors with the whole heart if the showers of grace are to come to us.”
—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 508.
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“At every meeting we attend our prayers should ascend that at this very time,
God will impart warmth and moisture to our souls. As we seek God for the
Holy Spirit, it will work in us meekness, humbleness of mind, a conscious
dependence upon God for the perfecting latter rain. If we pray for the
blessing in faith, we shall receive it as God has promised.
“The Holy Spirit will come to all who are begging for the bread of life to
give to their neighbors.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 334.

GOD’S FAITHFUL REMNANT

7.

To whom will God entrust His Holy Spirit in the important time
of the latter rain? Acts 2:38, 39

“Christ has promised the gift of the Holy Spirit to His church, and the
promise belongs to us as much as to the first disciples. But like every other
promise, it is given on conditions. There are many who believe and profess
to claim the Lord's promise; they talk about Christ and about the Holy Spirit,
yet receive no benefit. They do not surrender the soul to be guided and
controlled by the divine agencies. We cannot use the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
is to use us. Through the Spirit God works in His people "to will and to do
of His good pleasure." Philippians 2:13. But many will not submit to this.
They want to manage themselves. This is why they do not receive the
heavenly gift. Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His
guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their
demand and reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all
other blessings in its train. It is given according to the riches of the grace of
Christ, and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to
receive.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 672.

8.

Who are the people whom God will use to convey that final voice
from heaven? Rev. 18:4
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“No one hears the voice of these angels, for they are a symbol to represent
the people of God who are working in harmony with the universe of heaven.
Men and women, enlightened by the Spirit of God and sanctified through
the truth, proclaim the three messages in their order.” —Selected Messages
Book 2, p. 387.

“I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth in great power. It
had effect. I saw those who had been bound; some wives had been bound by
their husbands, and some children had been bound by their parents. The
honest who had been held or prevented from hearing the truth, now eagerly
laid hold of it. All fear of their relatives was gone. The truth alone was
exalted to them. It was dearer and more precious than life. They had been
hungering and thirsting for truth. I asked what had made this great change.
An angel answered: "It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of
the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel."” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1,
p. 182.
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LESSON 13

Sabbath, Sept. 24, 2021

Voice in the True Church
And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people… Revelation 18:4
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To trace God’s church from the time of the apostles to the last
remnant.
To identify the church with the church in heaven.
To recognise the voice from heaven as God’s voice in His church.

ONE CHURCH THROUGH HISTORY

1.

What were the words of Jesus to His disciples just before His
ascension by which we can see the flow-on effect on His church to
the end? Matt. 28:18-20

“The prayer of Christ is not only for those who are now His disciples, but
for all those who shall believe on Christ through the words of His disciples,
even to the end of the world. Jesus was just about to yield up His life to bring
life and immortality to light. Christ, amid His sufferings, and being daily
rejected of men, looks down the lines two thousand years to His church
which would be in existence in the last days, before the close of this earth's
history.
“The Lord has had a church from that day, through all the changing scenes
of time to the present period, 1893. The Bible sets before us a model church.
They are to be in unity with each other, and with God. When believers are
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united to Christ, the living vine, the result is that they are one with Christ,
full of sympathy and tenderness and love.” —Selected Messages Book 3, p. 18.

2.

How does Inspiration verify the concept of one church from the
beginning to the end? Rev. 1:12, 13, 16, 18-20

“The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different
periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is
symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the end of time, while the
symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods in the
history of the world.”
“Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has sustained
His church. Not one cloud has fallen upon it that He has not prepared for;
not one opposing force has risen to counterwork His work, that He has not
foreseen. All has taken place as He predicted. He has not left His church
forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations what would occur, and that
which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell has been brought about. All
His purposes will be fulfilled. His law is linked with His throne, and no
power of evil can destroy it. Truth is inspired and guarded by God; and it
will triumph over all opposition.” —The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 585, 11.

THE CHURCH IN HEAVEN

3.

Can it be shown that God’s church on earth is directly linked
with His church in heaven? Heb. 12:22, 23

“The church is God's fortress, His city of refuge, which He holds in a
revolted world. Any betrayal of the church is treachery to Him who has
bought mankind with the blood of His only-begotten Son. From the
beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church on earth. In every age
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the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a faithful testimony to the
generation in which they lived. These sentinels gave the message of
warning; and when they were called to lay off their armor, others took up
the work. God brought these witnesses into covenant relation with Himself,
uniting the church on earth with the church in heaven. He has sent forth His
angels to minister to His church, and the gates of hell have not been able to
prevail against His people.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 11.
“The church on earth, united with the church in heaven, can accomplish all
things.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 7, p. 31.

4.

How did Jesus link the activities of His church on earth with the
directions of His church in heaven? Matt. 16:19; 18:18

“This statement [of Matt. 18:18] holds its force in all ages. On the church
has been conferred the power to act in Christ's stead. It is God's
instrumentality for the preservation of order and discipline among His
people. To it the Lord has delegated the power to settle all questions
respecting its prosperity, purity, and order. Upon it rests the responsibility
of excluding from its fellowship those who are unworthy, who by their unChristlike conduct would bring dishonor on the truth. Whatever the church
does that is in accordance with the directions given in God's word will be
ratified in heaven.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 7, p. 263.
“The world's Redeemer has invested great power with His church. He states
the rules to be applied in cases of trial with its members. After He has given
explicit directions as to the course to be pursued, He says: "Verily I say unto
you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and
whatsoever [in church discipline] ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven." Thus even the heavenly authority ratifies the discipline of the
church in regard to its members when the Bible rule has been followed.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 3, p. 428.
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5.

Do the activities of the Holy Spirit manifest in the time of the
apostles span down to the church in the close of time? Acts 2:14-19

“It is true that in the time of the end, when God's work in the earth is closing,
the earnest efforts put forth by consecrated believers under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit are to be accompanied by special tokens of divine favor.
Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at
seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual
grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The outpouring of the
Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning of the early, or former,
rain, and glorious was the result. To the end of time the presence of the Spirit
is to abide with the true church.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 54.

GOD’S VOICE IN HIS CHURCH

6.

Having seen that God’s church on earth is an extension of His
church in heaven, is it correct to conclude that God’s voice in
heaven will be heard from His church on earth? Luke 10:16

“When Christ was upon the earth, there were men who had no respect or
reverence for God's messengers and no more regard for their warning than
for their own judgment; also in this age of the world there are those who do
not respect the testimony of God's chosen servants so highly as their own
opinions. Such cannot be benefited by the labors of God's servants, and time
should not be lost in degrading the work of God to meet such minds. Christ
said to the servants whom He sent forth: "He that heareth you heareth Me;
and he that despiseth you despiseth Me; and he that despiseth Me despiseth
Him that sent Me."”
“God has bestowed the highest power under heaven upon His church. It is
the voice of God in His united people in church capacity which is to be
respected.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 3, p. 450.
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7.

How will God’s people in Babylon hear God’s voice letting them
know to come out? Matt. 10:19, 20

“As the movement for Sunday enforcement becomes more bold and decided,
the law will be invoked against commandment keepers. They will be
threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions
of influence, and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce
their faith. But their steadfast answer is: "Show us from the word of God our
error"--the same plea that was made by Luther under similar circumstances.
Those who are arraigned before the courts make a strong vindication of the
truth, and some who hear them are led to take their stand to keep all the
commandments of God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who
otherwise would know nothing of these truths.” —The Great Controversy,
p. 607.

8.

As God’s voice comes via His faithful remnant people, His
church, how is this chronicled in Revelation? Rev. 18:4

“I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with great power.
It had effect. Many had been bound; some wives by their husbands, and
some children by their parents. The honest who had been prevented from
hearing the truth now eagerly laid hold upon it. All fear of their relatives was
gone, and the truth alone was exalted to them. They had been hungering and
thirsting for truth; it was dearer and more precious than life. I asked what
had made this great change. An angel answered, "It is the latter rain, the
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud cry of the third angel."”
—Early Writings, p. 271.

“And in the loud cry of the third angel's message a voice is heard from
heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her
sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities"” —Selected Messages Book 2,
p. 118.
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SECTION 2

END-TIME VOICE
FROM

HEAVEN

Introduction

H

AVING spent the last three months in the study of the witness of
the Holy Spirit on earth as He functions through those who
receive Him within their being, we now focus upon His work in
the final days of earth’s history. In the study of prophecy for the last days
we are given detailed descriptions of events, by which we may
understand how to relate ourselves to the circumstances transpiring
around us.
At Christ’s first advent it was for their salvation that the Jews
needed to understand the fulfilment of prophecy that pertained to their
engagement with the One sent from heaven. In the same way, just prior
to Christ’s second advent, our salvation is dependent upon a correct
understanding of the prophecies that involve our engagement with the
activities of the heaven-sent messengers in preparation for Christ’s
return.
Jesus identifies, in Matthew 24:45, the faithful and wise servant
giving meat in due season in these last days. In contrasting him with the
evil servant eating and drinking with the drunken, and smiting his fellow
servant, and finally cut assunder with the hypocrites, it is extremely
important for us to understand how we should relate to the prophecies by
which we should be enlightened and saved.
Therefore this next section is devoted to a detailed study of the
prophecies describing the identification of the true people of God and
their engagement with the Holy Spirit by which they will be used to give
the final warning to the world and call God’s people in Babylon into the
safety of God’s salvation from destruction.
May God grant us the sense of the importance of this lesson and
cause us to devote ourselves to the diligent study of it, so that we may
find ourselves in harmony with the work of the Holy Spirit for this time.

May it be that we will be part of the prophecies describing the faithful
remnant, rather than the prophecies describing the spiritual demise of
these perilous times.
Amen.

LESSON 1

Sabbath, Oct. 1, 2022

Latter-day Promise
Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will
make known my words unto you. Proverbs 1:23
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To enlarge our vision on the promise of the Holy Spirit for the
faithful at the end.
To be informed on the condition that promise is dependent upon.
To research the description of the promised outpouring given by
Inspiration.

THE PROMISED OUTPOURING

1.

How specifically does Scripture describe an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit in the last days of earth’s history? Joel 2:28-31;
Acts 2:17 (first part)

“May 19, 1780, stands in history as "The Dark Day." Since the time of
Moses no period of darkness of equal density, extent, and duration, has ever
been recorded. The description of this event, as given by eyewitnesses, is
but an echo of the words of the Lord, recorded by the prophet Joel, twentyfive hundred years previous to their fulfillment: "The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and terrible day of
the Lord come."” —The Great Controversy, p. 308.

2.

Upon the outpouring at Pentecost, does Apostle Peter, under
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, make reference to the time of
refreshing in the last days? Acts 3:19-21
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“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the
power of God than marked its opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled
in the outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel are again to
be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are "the times of refreshing" to
which the apostle Peter looked forward when he said: "Repent ye therefore,
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send
Jesus."” —The Great Controversy, p. 611.

PRECONDITIONAL PROMISE

3.

Did Apostle Peter announce a condition whereupon the promise
would be realised? Acts 3:19 (first part)

“Today you are to give yourself to God, that you may be emptied of self,
emptied of envy, jealousy, evil surmising, strife, everything that shall be
dishonoring to God. Today you are to have your vessel purified that it may
be ready for the heavenly dew, ready for the showers of the latter rain; for
the latter rain will come, and the blessing of God will fill every soul that is
purified from every defilement. It is our work today to yield our souls to
Christ, that we may be fitted for the time of refreshing from the presence of
the Lord--fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit.” —God’s Amazing Grace,
p. 205.

“Not one of us will ever receive the seal of God while our characters have
one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy the defects in our
characters, to cleanse the soul-temple of every defilement. Then the latter
rain will fall upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on the day of
Pentecost.” —Christian Experience and Teachings of Ellen G. White, p. 189.

4.

With what other words does Scripture announce the precondition
to receive the outpouring of God’s Spirit? Prov. 1:23
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“I should rejoice greatly to see the spirit of confession followed up
throughout the church. Many are now obtaining a glimpse of their true
condition and of their real necessities. If they persevere, make thorough
work, and continue to draw nigh to God, He will draw nigh to them and will
lift up for them a standard against the enemy. There will certainly be an
outpouring of the Spirit of God.” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 3, p. 197.
“Every individual must realize his own necessity. The heart must be emptied
of every defilement, and cleansed for the indwelling of the Spirit. It was by
the confession and forsaking of sin, by earnest prayer and consecration of
themselves to God, that the early disciples prepared for the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The same work, only in greater
degree, must be done now.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 333.

5.

How was the condition of contrition and repentance
demonstrated as the precursor to the outpouring of God’s Spirit
at Pentecost? Acts 1:14; 2:1-4

“As the disciples waited for the fulfillment of the promise, they humbled
their hearts in true repentance and confessed their unbelief. . . . The disciples
prayed with intense earnestness for a fitness to meet men and in their daily
intercourse to speak words that would lead sinners to Christ. Putting away
all differences, all desire for the supremacy, they came close together in
Christian fellowship.”
“It was after the disciples had come into perfect unity, when they were no
longer striving for the highest place, that the Spirit was poured out.” —Last
Day Events, p. 184.

LATTER RAIN OUTPOURING

6.

Does Inspiration give a preview of the experience of the latter
rain? Job 36:27, 28; Deut. 32:2
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“The work will be similar to that of the Day of Pentecost. As the "former
rain" was given, in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the opening of the
gospel, to cause the upspringing of the precious seed, so the "latter rain" will
be given at its close for the ripening of the harvest.”
“Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy
consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from
heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given.
Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders
will follow the believers. Satan also works, with lying wonders, even
bringing down fire from heaven in the sight of men. Revelation 13:13. Thus
the inhabitants of the earth will be brought to take their stand.” —The Great
Controversy, pp. 611, 612.

7.

As the latter rain is compared with the Pentecost experience, how
is this experience chronicled by Inspiration? Acts 2:42-44, 46, 47

“One interest prevailed. One object swallowed up all others. All hearts beat
in harmony. The only ambition of the believers was to reveal the likeness of
Christ's character, and to labor for the enlargement of His kingdom. "The
multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul. . . . With
great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus;
and great grace was upon them all." Acts 4:32, 33. "And the Lord added to
the church daily such as should be saved." Acts 2:47. The Spirit of Christ
animated the whole congregation; for they had found the pearl of great price.
“These scenes are to be repeated, and with greater power. The outpouring of
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was the former rain, but the latter
rain will be more abundant. The Spirit awaits our demand and reception.
Christ is again to be revealed in His fulness by the Holy Spirit's power. Men
will discern the value of the precious pearl, and with the apostle Paul they
will say, "What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge
of Christ Jesus my Lord." Philippians 3:7, 8.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 120,
121.
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8.

Although the descriptions are so impressive, what is written
regarding the acknowledging of it by the general Christian
world? Acts 2:12, 13

“There must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only
those who are living up to the light they have, will receive greater light.
Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian
virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the
latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern
or receive it.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 333.
“But should the Lord work upon people as He did on and after the day of
Pentecost, many who now claim to believe the truth would know so very
little of the operation of the Holy Spirit that they would cry, "Beware of
fanaticism." They would say of those who were filled with the Spirit, "They
are filled with new wine" [Acts 2:13, NRSV].
“When souls long after Christ, and seek to become one with Him, then those
who are content with the form of godliness exclaim, "Be careful; do not go
to extremes."
“When angels of heaven come among us and work through human agents,
there will be solid, substantial conversions, after the order of the conversions
of the day of Pentecost. […] there will be those who will question and
criticize when the Spirit of God takes possession of men and women,
because their own hearts are not moved, but are cold and unimpressible.”
—Christ Triumphant, p. 371.
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LESSON 2

Sabbath, Oct. 8, 2022

Angels’ Voices
Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation? Hebrews 1:14
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To study the relationship of angels with believers.
To recognise the joint operation of heavenly angels and human
agencies.
To discover that God’s servants on earth are also scripturally
identified as angels.

ANGELIC MINISTRY

1.

Does the Bible reveal angels interacting with God’s children?
Dan. 9:20-22; 8:16-19

“The experience of Philip, directed by an angel from heaven to go to the
place where he met one seeking for truth; of Cornelius, visited by an angel
with a message from God; of Peter, in prison and condemned to death, led
by an angel forth to safety--all show the closeness of the connection between
heaven and earth.
“To the worker for God the record of these angel visits should bring strength
and courage. Today, as verily as in the days of the apostles, heavenly
messengers are passing through the length and breadth of the land, seeking
to comfort the sorrowing, to protect the impenitent, to win the hearts of men
to Christ. We cannot see them personally; nevertheless they are with us,
guiding, directing, protecting.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 152.
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2.

How well are angelic services to humanity described via Jacob’s
dream? Gen. 28:11, 12; John 1:50, 51

“Heaven is brought near to earth by that mystic ladder, the base of which is
firmly planted on the earth, while the topmost round reaches the throne of
the Infinite. Angels are constantly ascending and descending this ladder of
shining brightness, bearing the prayers of the needy and distressed to the
Father above, and bringing blessing and hope, courage and help, to the
children of men. These angels of light create a heavenly atmosphere about
the soul, lifting us toward the unseen and the eternal. We cannot behold their
forms with our natural sight; only by spiritual vision can we discern
heavenly things. The spiritual ear alone can hear the harmony of heavenly
voices.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 153.

3.

What is revealed by the psalmist regarding the ministry of the
angels? Ps. 34:7

“"The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and
delivereth them." […] God commissions His angels to save His chosen ones
from calamity, to guard them from "the pestilence that walketh in darkness"
and "the destruction that wasteth at noonday." Psalm 91:6. Again and again
have angels talked with men as a man speaketh with a friend, and led them
to places of security. Again and again have the encouraging words of angels
renewed the drooping spirits of the faithful and, carrying their minds above
the things of earth, caused them to behold by faith the white robes, the
crowns, the palm branches of victory, which overcomers will receive when
they surround the great white throne.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 153.

MINISTERING AGENCIES

4.

Does Apostle Paul qualify the activity of angels? Heb. 1:7, 14

Second Half, Year 2022

79

“The angels are workers; they are ministers of God to the children of men.”
—Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, p. 280.

5.

As ministers of God, are angels linked with human ministers of
God? Rev. 19:9, 10

“The countenance of the angel grew radiant with joy, and was exceeding
glorious, as he showed to John the final triumph of the church of God. John
was enraptured as he beheld the final deliverance of the church, and as he
was carried away with the glory of the scene, with deep reverence and awe
he fell at the feet of the angel to worship him. The angel instantly raised him
up, and gently reproved him, saying, See thou do it not; I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus; worship God;
for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. The angel then showed
John the heavenly city with all its splendor and dazzling glory. John was
enraptured and overwhelmed with the glory of the city. He did not bear in
mind his former reproof from the angel, but again fell to worship before the
feet of the angel, who again gave the gentle reproof, See thou do it not; for
I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them that
keep the sayings of this book; worship God.” —Spiritual Gifts Vol. 1, p. 130.

6.

In what detail does Inspiration describe the blending of the
ministry of the angels with that of the human servants of God?

“One part of the ministry of heavenly angels is to visit our world and oversee
the work of the Lord which is in the hands of His stewards. In every time of
necessity they minister to those who as co-workers with God are striving to
carry forward His work in the earth. . . . The angelic hosts rejoice whenever
any part of God's work prospers.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 102.
“Angelic agencies, though invisible, are cooperating with visible human
agencies, forming a relief association with men.” —My Life Today, p. 305.
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“Human agencies are the hands of heavenly instrumentalities, for heavenly
angels employ human hands in practical ministry. Human agencies as hand
helpers are to work out the knowledge and use the facilities of heavenly
beings. By uniting with these powers that are omnipotent, we are benefited
by their higher education and experience. Thus as we become partakers of
the divine nature, and separate selfishness from our lives, special talents for
helping one another are granted us. This is heaven's way of administering
saving power.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 456.

HUMAN ANGELS

7.

As the angel in Revelation 19:10 equated himself with Apostle
John as “thy fellow servant”, is it scriptural then to conclude that
human servants of God can also be included in the category of
angels? Rev. 1:20; 2:1

“In His hand are seven stars, representing the ministers of the churches. Out
of His mouth issues a sharp, two-edged sword, an emblem of the power of
His word.” —The Sanctified Life, p. 77.
“God's ministers are symbolized by the seven stars, which He who is the
first and the last has under His special care and protection. The sweet
influences that are to be abundant in the church are bound up with these
ministers of God, who are to represent the love of Christ. The stars of heaven
are under God's control. He fills them with light. He guides and directs their
movements. If He did not, they would become fallen stars. So with His
ministers. They are but instruments in His hands, and all the good they
accomplish is done through His power.” —Gospel Workers (1915), p. 13.

8.

Due to the answer to question 7, are the angels of Revelation 14
and 18 therefore the voices of the human angel messengers
preaching on earth? Rev. 14:6, 8, 9; 18:1, 2
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“Christ is coming the second time, with power unto salvation. To prepare
human beings for this event, He has sent the first, second, and third angels'
messages. These angels represent those who receive the truth, and with
power open the gospel to the world.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 979.
“During the past fifty years of my life, I have had precious opportunities to
obtain an experience. I have had an experience in the first, second, and third
angels' messages. The angels are represented as flying in the midst of
heaven, proclaiming to the world a message of warning, and having a direct
bearing upon the people living in the last days of this earth's history. No one
hears the voice of these angels, for they are a symbol to represent the people
of God who are working in harmony with the universe of heaven. Men and
women, enlightened by the Spirit of God and sanctified through the truth,
proclaim the three messages in their order.” —Selected Messages Book 2, p. 387.

MEDITATION
“Satan uses human agents to bring the soul under the power of temptation,
but the angels of God are searching for human agents through whom they
may cooperate to save the tempted ones. Angels are looking for those who
will work in Christ's lines, who will be moved by the realization that they
belong to Christ. They are looking for those who will feel that those who
fall under temptation, whether high or low, are the ones who need their
special labors, and that Christ looks on those who are passed by, neglected,
wounded, and bruised by the enemy, and ready to die, and is grieved at the
hardness of men, who refuse to exercise the faith that works by love, which
will purify the soul.
“Angels of God will work with, and through, and by those who will
cooperate with the heavenly agencies for the saving of a soul from death,
and the hiding of a multitude of sins, that will lead them to consider
themselves, lest they also be tempted.” —Selected Messages Book 1, p. 97.
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LESSON 3

Sabbath, Oct. 15, 2022

Humans in Harmony
with Heaven
Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
Matthew 18:18
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To expand upon the revelation that the angels of Revelation 14
are humans in harmony with heaven.
To revisit the study of the church binding on earth what is bound
in heaven.
To gain a more detailed picture of the one church linked with
heaven and earth.

COOPERATING WITH THE UNIVERSE OF HEAVEN

1.

Continuing from lesson two, what is written as to what we may
know regarding the involvment of the universe of heaven with
us? Eph. 3:8-11

“Principalities and powers in heavenly places combine with these angels in
their ministration for those who shall be heirs of salvation.”
“The Lord gives to every angel his work for this fallen world. Divine help
is provided for men and women. They have the opportunity of cooperating
with the heavenly intelligences, of being laborers together with God. There
is placed before them the possibility of gaining a fitness for the presence of
God, of being enabled to see His face. Heavenly angels are working to bring
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the human family into a close brotherhood, a oneness described by Christ as
like that existing between the Father and the Son. How can men so highly
favored by God fail to appreciate their opportunities and privileges? How
can they refuse to accept the divine help proffered? How much it is possible
for human beings to gain if they will keep eternity in view!” —S.D.A. Bible
Commentary Vol. 7, pp. 923, 924.

2.

Is there an example from which we can see that angels and
humans work together in God’s service? Acts 8:26-29

“Heavenly angels watch those who are seeking for enlightenment, and
cooperate with those who try to win souls to Christ. This is shown in the
experience of Philip and the Ethiopian.
“A heavenly messenger was sent to Philip to show him his work for the
Ethiopian. . . . Angels of God were taking notice of this seeker for light. . . .
Today, as then, angels are leading and guiding those who will be led and
guided. The angel sent to Philip could himself have done the work for the
Ethiopian, but this was not God's way of working. As God's instruments,
men must work for others.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 103.

3.

If we are willing to cooperate with heavenly agencies, how closely
will they work with us? Prov. 22:17, 18; Isa. 59:21

“His angels are appointed to watch over us, and if we put ourselves under
their guardianship, then in every time of danger they will be at our right
hand. When unconsciously we are in danger of exerting a wrong influence,
the angels will be by our side, prompting us to a better course, choosing
words for us, and influencing our actions. Thus our influence may be a
silent, unconscious, but mighty power in drawing others to Christ and the
heavenly world.” —My Life Today, p. 302.
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“All who engage in ministry are God's helping hand. There is no line of work
in which it is possible for the youth to receive greater benefit. They are coworkers with the angels; rather, they are human agencies through whom the
angels accomplish their mission. Angels speak through their voices, and
work by their hands. And the human workers, cooperating with heavenly
agencies, have the benefit of their education and experience. As a means of
education, what "university course" can equal this? With such an army of
workers as our youth, rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the message
of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming Saviour might be carried to the
world!” —The Youth Instructor, March 3, 1908.

CHURCH OF HEAVEN AND EARTH

4.

When we join God’s church on earth, how does Scripture connect
us with heaven? Heb. 12:22, 23; Ps. 27:4

“The church is God's fortress, his city of refuge, which he holds in a revolted
world. Any betrayal of her sacred trust is treachery to him who has bought
her with the precious blood of his only begotten Son. In the past, faithful
souls have constituted the church on earth, and God has taken them into
covenant relation with himself, uniting the church on earth with the church
in heaven. He has sent forth his holy angels to minister to his church, and
the gates of hell have not been able to prevail against it.” —The Review and
Herald, Dec. 4, 1900.

“In [Christ’s] estimation, the church in heaven and the church on earth are
identical. He has promised to come personally into the midst of his church.
He says to everyone holding a position of trust, "Learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light."” —The Paulson Collection of Ellen G. White Letters,
p. 400.

5.

What did Jesus say to His disciples regarding the church register
in heaven, and how does Scripture testify to that? Luke 10:20;
Ps. 87:5, 6
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“The book of life contains the names of all who have ever entered the
service of God. Jesus bade His disciples, "Rejoice, because your names are
written in heaven." Luke 10:20. Paul speaks of his faithful fellow workers,
"Whose names are in the book of life." Philippians 4:3.” —The Faith I Live
By, p. 210.

6.

How closely are the decisions of the church on earth associated
with the church in heaven? Matt. 16:19

“The principles that rule in heaven should rule upon earth; the same love
that animates the angels, the same purity and holiness that reign in heaven,
should, as far as possible, be reproduced upon earth. God holds the minister
responsible for the power he exercises, but does not justify his servants in
perverting that power into despotism over the flock of their care.” —Gospel
Workers (1892), p. 78.

7.

In the light of everything covered in questions one to six, can we
comprehend that God has one church that embraces heaven and
earth?

“The church of God below is one with the church of God above. Believers
on the earth and the beings in heaven who have never fallen constitute one
church. Every heavenly intelligence is interested in the assemblies of the
saints who on earth meet to worship God. In the inner court of heaven they
listen to the testimony of the witnesses for Christ in the outer court on earth,
and the praise and thanksgiving from the worshipers below is taken up in
the heavenly anthem, and praise and rejoicing sound through the heavenly
courts because Christ has not died in vain for the fallen sons of Adam. While
angels drink from the fountainhead, the saints on earth drink of the pure
streams flowing from the throne, the streams that make glad the city of our
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God. Oh, that we could all realize the nearness of heaven to earth! When the
earthborn children know it not, they have angels of light as their
companions. A silent witness guards every soul that lives, seeking to draw
that soul to Christ. As long as there is hope, until men resist the Holy Spirit
to their eternal ruin, they are guarded by heavenly intelligences. Let us all
bear in mind that in every assembly of the saints below are angels of God,
listening to the testimonies, songs, and prayers. Let us remember that our
praises are supplemented by the choirs of the angelic host above.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 366.
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LESSON 4

Sabbath, Oct. 22, 2022

Gathering of the Doctrines
Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail,
none shall want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit
it hath gathered them. Isaiah 34:16
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To behold the activity of the Holy Spirit in God’s church.
To gain an understanding of the accumulation of doctrines in
God’s church.
To see the final establishment of all salvational doctrines in the
latter-day church.

HOLY SPIRIT’S ACTIVITY

1.

What does Scripture admonish God’s people to do under the
ministry of the Holy Spirit? Isa. 34:16, 17; 28:9, 10; 2 Tim. 2:15

“This matter has been treated too much like an idle tale. It is a most solemn
consideration, and should deepen the sense of responsibility upon every man
who is a mouthpiece for God, holding forth the word of life to the people.
The ministers of God should study to show themselves approved of God in
the presentation of sacred truth, workmen that need not to be ashamed.”
—The Voice in Speech and Song, p. 202.

2.

Does the Holy Spirit declare His work, and does Jesus verify His
declaration? Deut. 32:1-3; John 16:12, 13
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“God intends that even in this life the truths of His word shall be ever
unfolding to His people. There is only one way in which this knowledge can
be obtained. We can attain to an understanding of God's word only through
the illumination of that Spirit by which the word was given. "The things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God;" "for the Spirit searcheth all
things, yea, the deep things of God." 1 Corinthians 2:11, 10. And the
Saviour's promise to His followers was, "When He, the Spirit of truth, is
come, He will guide you into all truth. . . . For He shall receive of Mine, and
shall show it unto you." John 16:13, 14.” —Steps to Christ, p. 109.

ACCUMULATION OF PURE DOCTRINES

3.

How does the Holy Spirit operate in the capacity of the church to
gather the teaching of truth? Eccl. 12:10, 11

“The divine Sower scattered grains of precious seed, which we cannot see
until a skillful laborer, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, gathers them
together and presents them to us as a complete system of truth, unfolding
the depths of divine love.” —Lift Him Up, p. 259.

4.

As skillful labourers work in God’s church, what does the church
become in God’s estimation? 1 Tim. 3:15

“Christ is the complete system of truth. He says, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life." All true believers center in Christ, their character is irradiated
by Christ; all meet in Christ, and circulate about Christ. Truth comes from
heaven to purify and cleanse the human agent from every moral defilement.
It leads to benevolent action, to kind, tender, thoughtful love toward the
needy, the distressed, the suffering. This is practical obedience to the words
of Christ.” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 4, p. 346.
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5.

Has true doctrine been developping in God’s church through the
ages? Heb. 11:13, 39, 40

“From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit through
human instrumentalities for the accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of
the fallen race. This was manifest in the lives of the patriarchs. To the church
in the wilderness also, in the time of Moses, God gave His "good Spirit to
instruct them." Nehemiah 9:20. And in the days of the apostles He wrought
mightily for His church through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The same
power that sustained the patriarchs, that gave Caleb and Joshua faith and
courage, and that made the work of the apostolic church effective, has
upheld God's faithful children in every succeeding age. It was through the
power of the Holy Spirit that during the Dark Ages the Waldensian
Christians helped to prepare the way for the Reformation. It was the same
power that made successful the efforts of the noble men and women who
pioneered the way for the establishment of modern missions and for the
translation of the Bible into the languages and dialects of all nations and
peoples.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 53.

6.

How clearly has Inspiration manifested the unfolding of the pure
doctrines from the times of the apostles to the time of the end?
Prov. 4:18; Eph. 2:19-21

“There is one thing in this world which is the greatest object of Christ’s
solicitude. It is His church on earth; for its members should be
representatives, in spirit and character, of Him. The world is to recognize in
them the representatives of Christianity, the depository of sacred truths in
which is stored the most precious jewels for the enrichment of others.
Through the ages of moral darkness and error, through centuries of strife
and persecution, the church of Christ has been as a city set on a hill. From
age to age, through successive generations to the present time, the pure
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doctrines of the Bible have been unfolding within its borders.” —To Be Like
Jesus, p. 216.

COMPLETE SYSTEM OF TRUTH

7.

By the time the church arrived at the commencement of the three
angels’ messages, what doctrine launched it into the final
unfolding? Ps. 77:13; 73:17

“The subject of the sanctuary was the key which unlocked the mystery of
the disappointment of 1844. It opened to view a complete system of truth,
connected and harmonious, showing that God's hand had directed the great
advent movement and revealing present duty as it brought to light the
position and work of His people.”
“But the people were not yet ready to meet their Lord. There was still a work
of preparation to be accomplished for them. Light was to be given, directing
their minds to the temple of God in heaven; and as they should by faith
follow their High Priest in His ministration there, new duties would be
revealed. Another message of warning and instruction was to be given to the
church.” —The Great Controversy, pp. 423, 424.

8.

What took place in that church of the last days? And how firmly
are we to rely on that accumulated foundation? Ps. 11:3

“In the future, deception of every kind is to arise, and we want solid ground
for our feet. We want solid pillars for the building. Not one pin is to be
removed from that which the Lord has established. The enemy will bring in
false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary. This is one of
the points on which there will be a departing from the faith. Where shall we
find safety unless it be in the truths that the Lord has been giving for the last
fifty years?” —Evangelism, p. 224.
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“Let none seek to tear away the foundations of our faith,--the foundations
that were laid at the beginning of our work, by prayerful study of the Word
and by revelation. Upon these foundations we have been building for more
than fifty years.” —Gospel Workers (1915), p. 307 (c. 1904).
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LESSON 5

Sabbath, Oct. 29, 2022

The Seventh Church
I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou
mayest see. Revelation 3:18
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To identify the spiritual condition of God’s church in the last
period of earth.
To ponder upon the counsel of the True Witness.
To expand upon the meaning of the eyesalve offered.

SEVENTH CHURCH PERIOD

1.

Having learnt that God has one church encompassing heaven and
earth and also throughout earth’s history, what then is the
meaning of the seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3? Rev. 1:20

“The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different
periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is
symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the end of time, while the
symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods in the
history of the world.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585.

2.

How does the True Witness describe the condition of His church
in the seventh, or last period on earth? Rev. 3:14-17
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“The True Witness says of a cold, lifeless, Christless church, "I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee
out of My mouth" (Revelation 3:15, 16). Mark the following words:
"Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked." Here is represented a people who pride
themselves in their possession of spiritual knowledge and advantages. But
they have not responded to the unmerited blessings that God has bestowed
upon them. They have been full of rebellion, ingratitude, and forgetfulness
of God; and still He has dealt with them as a loving, forgiving father deals
with an ungrateful, wayward son. They have resisted His grace, abused His
privileges, slighted His opportunities, and have been satisfied to sink down
in contentment, in lamentable ingratitude, hollow formalism, and
hypocritical insincerity. With pharisaic pride they have vaunted
themselves till it has been said of them, "Thou sayest, I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of nothing" (verse 17).” —Faith and
Works, p. 83.

3.

If Laodiceans don’t respond to Christ’s counsel, what serious
meaning lies behind His words of Rev. 3:16?

“To those who are indifferent at this time Christ's warning is: "Because thou
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of My mouth."
Revelation 3:16. The figure of spewing out of His mouth means that He
cannot offer up your prayers or your expressions of love to God. He cannot
endorse your teaching of His word or your spiritual work in anywise. He
cannot present your religious exercises with the request that grace be given
you.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 408.

CHRIST’S COUNSEL

4.

Is there hope for members of the church of Laodicea? Rom. 8:24;
1 John 3:3
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“But the counsel of the true Witness does not represent those who are
lukewarm as in a hopeless case. There is yet a chance to remedy their state,
and the Laodicean message is full of encouragement; for the backslidden
church may yet buy the gold of faith and love, may yet have the white robe
of the righteousness of Christ, that the shame of their nakedness need not
appear. Purity of heart, purity of motive, may yet characterize those who are
halfhearted and who are striving to serve God and mammon. They may yet
wash their robes of character and make them white in the blood of the Lamb.
“There is hope for our churches if they will heed the message given to the
Laodiceans.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 966.

5.

Wherein lies our hope? Rev. 3:18, 19

“I saw that this call to the Laodicean church will affect souls. A becoming
zeal is called for by God on our part. We must repent, throw away our whole
feelings, feel our destitution, buy gold that we may be rich, eyesalve that we
may see, white raiment that we may be clothed.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary
Vol. 7, p. 966.

6.

What detail does Inspiration give us regarding the counsel of the
True Witness to occupy our contemplation?

“The True Witness counsels us to buy of Him gold tried in the fire, white
raiment, and eyesalve. The gold here recommended as having been tried in
the fire is faith and love. It makes the heart rich; for it has been purged until
it is pure, and the more it is tested the more brilliant is its luster. The white
raiment is purity of character, the righteousness of Christ imparted to the
sinner. This is indeed a garment of heavenly texture, that can be bought only
of Christ for a life of willing obedience. The eyesalve is that wisdom and
grace which enables us to discern between the evil and the good, and to
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detect sin under any guise. God has given His church eyes which He requires
them to anoint with wisdom, that they may see clearly; but many would put
out the eyes of the church if they could; for they would not have their deeds
come to the light, lest they should be reproved. The divine eyesalve will
impart clearness to the understanding. Christ is the depositary of all graces.
He says: "Buy of Me."” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 4, p. 88.

THE EYESALVE

7.

As eyesalve is associated with healing properties, how does God’s
word illuminate our understanding regarding application of this
item? Eph. 1:17-19

“God has provided a balm for every wound. There is a balm in Gilead,
there is a Physician there. Will you not now as never before study the
Scriptures? Seek the Lord for wisdom in every emergency. In every trial
plead with Jesus to show you a way out of your troubles, then your eyes
will be opened to behold the remedy and to apply to your case the healing
promises that have been recorded in His Word. In this way the enemy will
find no place to lead you into mourning and unbelief, but instead you will
have faith and hope and courage in the Lord. The Holy Spirit will give you
clear discernment that you may see and appropriate every blessing that will
act as an antidote to grief, as a branch of healing to every draught of
bitterness that is placed to your lips. Every draught of bitterness will be
mingled with the love of Jesus, and in place of complaining of the
bitterness, you will realize that Jesus' love and grace are so mingled with
sorrow that it has been turned into subdued, holy, sanctified joy.”
—The Faith I Live By, p. 186.

8.

How perfectly does the eyesalve align with our study of the Holy
Spirit? Job 32:8; 1 Cor. 2:12-14
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“It would be surprising if there were not some, who, not being well-balanced
in mind, have spoken and acted indiscreetly; for whenever and wherever the
Lord works in giving a genuine blessing, a counterfeit is also revealed, in
order to make of none effect the true work of God. Therefore we need to be
exceedingly careful, and walk humbly before God, that we may have
spiritual eyesalve that we may distinguish the working of the Holy Spirit of
God from the working of that spirit that would bring in wild license and
fanaticism. "By their fruits ye shall know them" (Matthew 7:20). Those who
are really beholding Christ will be changed into His image, even by the
Spirit of the Lord, and will grow up to the full stature of men and women in
Christ Jesus. The Holy Spirit of God will inspire men with love and purity;
and refinement will be manifest in their characters.”
“We thank God that there are souls who realize that they are in need of
something which they do not possess--gold of faith and love, white raiment
of Christ's righteousness, eyesalve of spiritual discernment. If you possess
these precious gifts, the temple of the human soul will not be like a
desecrated shrine. Brethren and sisters, I call upon you in the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, to work where God works. Now is the day of gracious
opportunity and privilege.” —Selected Messages Book 1, pp. 142, 358.
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LESSON 6

Sabbath, Nov. 5, 2022

Latter Rain Discernment
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. 1 Corinthians 2:14
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To acknowledge that the latter rain falls during the Laodicean
period.
To realise that the Laodicean condition prevents the reception of
God’s Spirit.
To understand the prerequisite for the discernment and reception
of the latter rain.

LATTER RAIN PERIOD

1.

To which period of earth’s history does the Laodicean message
apply? Luke 18:8 (last part); 2 Tim. 3:1, 4, 5

“The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different
periods of the Christian Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is
symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the end of time, while the
symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods in the
history of the world.” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585.
“The Lord has revealed to us that the Laodicean message applies to the
church at this time, and yet how few make a practical application of it to
themselves.” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 15, p. 306.
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“To the church of the present day this message is sent. I call upon our church
members to read the whole of the third chapter of Revelation, and to make
an application of it. The message to the church of the Laodiceans applies
especially to the people of God today. It is a message to professing
Christians who have become so much like the world that no difference can
be seen [Revelation 3:14-18 quoted].” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 959.

2.

Equally, is the latter rain to fall within the same period?
Joel 2:28-31

“We have now come to the last days of the work of the third angel's message,
when Satan will work with increasing power because he knows that his time
is short. At the same time there will come to us through the gifts of the Holy
Spirit, diversities of operations in the outpouring of the Spirit. This is the
time of the latter rain.” —Selected Messages Book 3, p. 83.
“What is the promise to those living in these last days? "Turn ye to the
stronghold, ye prisoners of hope: even today do I declare that I will render
double unto thee; . . . Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latter rain;
so the Lord shall make bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, to every
one grass in the field" [Zechariah 9:12; 10:1].” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 16,
p. 202.

FAILING LAODICEAN DISCERNMENT

3.

Falling as it does in the period of Laodicea, what is written
regarding the discernment and reception of this latter rain?
1 Cor. 2:14

“There must be no neglect of the grace represented by the former rain. Only
those who are living up to the light they have, will receive greater light.
Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the active Christian
virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the Holy Spirit in the
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latter rain. It may be falling on hearts all around us, but we shall not discern
or receive it.” —The Faith I Live By, p. 333.
“When Heaven bore testimony to Jesus at His baptism, they perceived it not.
Eyes that had never been turned in faith to Him that is invisible beheld not
the revelation of the glory of God; ears that had never listened to His voice
heard not the words of witness. So it is now. Often the presence of Christ
and the ministering angels is manifest in the assemblies of the people, and
yet there are many who know it not. They discern nothing unusual. But to
some the Saviour's presence is revealed. Peace and joy animate their hearts.
They are comforted, encouraged, and blessed.” —The Desire of Ages, p. 136.

4.

Is the condition of the Laodiceans the cause of their lack of
discernment? Rev. 3:16, 17

“Intellect and earthly riches were powerless to remove the defects of the
Laodicean church, or to remedy their deplorable condition. They were blind,
yet felt that they were well off. The Spirit of God did not illumine their
minds, and they did not perceive their sinfulness; therefore they did not feel
the necessity of help.
“To be without the graces of the Spirit of God is sad indeed; but it is a more
terrible condition to be thus destitute of spirituality and of Christ, and yet try
to justify ourselves by telling those who are alarmed for us that we need not
their fears and pity. Fearful is the power of self-deception on the human
mind! What blindness! setting light for darkness and darkness for light!”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 4, p. 88.

5.

What lament is expressed by Inspiration regarding the failure to
discern the movings of the Spirit of God? Isa. 29:9-13

“Who is calling with Christ? My heart is weighed down with burden of
distress because God's name is not glorified and exalted in the earth. If He
Second Half, Year 2022

100

sends His Holy Spirit there are those who do not understand its operations
and how to appreciate the glory of God shining upon them, and unless they
do discern the movings of the Spirit of God, they will call light darkness,
and darkness will be chosen rather than light. I have been afraid, terribly
afraid that those who felt the bright beams of the Sun of righteousness--for
I have not one doubt but that they did receive the Holy Spirit--will come to
the conclusion that God's heaven-sent blessings are a delusion. When God
shall let His light shine again, how many will resist it and not respond to it
because of the judgment many have passed upon its influence? If the light
from heaven is not appreciated, greater evidence, greater light will be
resisted. Bear in mind we are on holy ground.
“The results after the working of the Spirit of God in Battle Creek are not
because of fanaticism, but because those who were blessed did not show
forth the praises of Him who called them out of darkness into His marvelous
light; and when the earth is lightened with the glory of God, some will not
know what it is, and from whence it came, because they misapplied and
misinterpreted the Spirit shed upon them.” —The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials,
pp. 1212, 1213.

6.

If the latter rain falls on hearts all around the members of
Laodicea and yet is not discerned by them, who then are the ones
who discern it? Rev. 3:20

“But because some have misappropriated the rich blessing of heaven, shall
others deny that Jesus, the Saviour of the world, has passed through our
churches, and that to bless? Let not doubt and unbelief question this; for in
so doing, you are treading on dangerous ground. God has given the Holy
Spirit to those who have opened the door of their hearts to receive the
heavenly gift. But let them not yield to the temptation afterward to believe
that they have been deceived. Let them not say, "Because I feel darkness,
and am oppressed with doubt, and never saw Satan's power so manifest as
now, therefore I was mistaken." I warn you to be careful. Sow not one
expression of doubt. God has wrought for you, bringing sound doctrines of
truth into actual contact with the heart. Blessing was given you, that it might
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produce fruit in sound practices and upright character.” —Selected Messages
Book 1, p. 142.

PREREQUISITE FOR DISCERNMENT

7.

What is required as a prerequisite to be able to discern and
receive the latter rain? Rev. 3:19

“The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at
the opening of the gospel are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close.
Here are "the times of refreshing" to which the apostle Peter looked forward
when he said: "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of
the Lord; and He shall send Jesus." Acts 3:19, 20.” —The Great Controversy,
p. 611.

“Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see if they will
sacrifice their idols and heed the counsel of the True Witness. . . . Those who
come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the price
what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will
receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation.” —Lift Him Up, p. 375.

8.

Simultaneously to the outpouring of God’s Spirit upon those who
fulfill the prerequisite, is there also an oppositive movement of
the Spirit? Gen. 6:3 (first part)

“"A new heart will I give you and a new spirit will I put within you." I
believe with all my heart that the Spirit of God is being withdrawn from
the world, and those who have had great light and opportunities and have
not improved them, will be the first to be left. They have grieved away the
Spirit of God. The present activity of Satan in working upon hearts, and
upon churches and nations should startle every student of prophecy. The
end is near. Let our churches arise. Let the converting power of God be
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experienced in the heart of the individual members, and then we shall see
the deep moving of the Spirit of God.” —Selected Messages Book 3, p. 154.
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LESSON 7

Sabbath, Nov. 12, 2022

The Woman’s Seed
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
Revelation 3:20
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To identify the seed of the woman in Revelation 12:17 from
whom a remnant comes.
To appreciate the shaking experience in Laodicea by which the
seed emerges.
To contemplate upon the role of the Holy Spirit in these last-day
developments.

IDENTITY OF THE SEED

1.

In our study of the woman of Revelation twelve, is it evident that it
covers the history of the church from Christ through to the church
of Laodicea at the time of the end? Rev. 12:13, 14, 17

“The trying experiences that came to God's people in the days of Esther were
not peculiar to that age alone. The revelator, looking down the ages to the
close of time, has declared, "The dragon was wroth with the woman, and
went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation
12:17. Some who today are living on the earth will see these words fulfilled.
The same spirit that in ages past led men to persecute the true church, will
in the future lead to the pursuance of a similar course toward those who
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maintain their loyalty to God. Even now preparations are being made for
this last great conflict.” —Prophets and Kings, p. 605.

2.

Upon examination of the detail of Christ’s words to Laodicea,
do we see the emerging of a seed from the woman church of
Laodicea? Rev. 3:16, 20

“It is a solemn statement that I make to the church, that not one in twenty
whose names are registered upon the church books are prepared to close
their earthly history, and would be as verily without God and without hope
in the world as the common sinner. They are professedly serving God, but
they are more earnestly serving mammon. This half-and-half work is a
constant denying of Christ, rather than a confessing of Christ. So many have
brought into the church their own unsubdued spirit, unrefined; their spiritual
taste is perverted by their own immoral, debasing corruptions, symbolizing
the world in spirit, in heart, in purpose, confirming themselves in lustful
practices, and are full of deception through and through in their professed
Christian life. Living as sinners, claiming to be Christians! Those who claim
to be Christians and will confess Christ should come out from among them
and touch not the unclean thing, and be separate.” —Christian Service, p. 41.

3.

How else does prophecy reveal the rising of a seed from the
church in the Laodicean period? Rev. 18:1

“To souls that are earnestly seeking for light and that accept with gladness
every ray of divine illumination from His holy word, to such alone light will
be given. It is through these souls that God will reveal that light and power
which will lighten the whole earth with His glory.” —Testimonies for the
Church Vol. 5, p. 729.
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“You must remember that this angel represents the people that have this
message to give to the world. Are you among that people?” —The Review and
Herald, Aug. 18, 1885.

“The work to be done now is that of sounding this last message of mercy to
a fallen world. A new life is coming from heaven and taking possession of
all God's people. But divisions will come in the church. Two parties will be
developed. The wheat and tares grow up together for the harvest.
“The work will grow deeper and become more earnest to the very close of
time. And all who are laborers together with God will contend most
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. They will not be turned
from the present message, which is already lightening the earth with its
glory.” —Selected Messages Book 2, pp. 113, 114.

SHAKING EXPERIENCE

4.

How was the Laodicean church affected by the words of the True
Witness? Heb. 12:27

“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would
be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True
Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the
receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight
truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against
it, and this is what will cause a shaking among God's people.”
—Early Writings, p. 270.

5.

Does the description of the shaking reveal the development of a
faithful company recognisable as a seed of the church? Ps. 22:30,
31; Rom. 9:28, 29
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“November 20, 1857, I was shown the people of God, and saw them
mightily shaken. Some, with strong faith and agonizing cries, were pleading
with God. Their countenances were pale, and marked with deep anxiety,
expressive of their internal struggle.”
“Some, I saw, did not participate in this work of agonizing and pleading.
They seemed indifferent and careless. They were not resisting the darkness
around them, and it shut them in like a thick cloud. The angels of God left
these, and I saw them hastening to the assistance of those who were
struggling with all their energies to resist the evil angels, and trying to help
themselves by calling upon God with perseverance. But the angels left those
who made no effort to help themselves, and I lost sight of them. As the
praying ones continued their earnest cries, a ray of light from Jesus would
at times come to them, to encourage their hearts, and light up their
countenances.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, pp. 179, 180.
“Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their
hands, kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. If doubts and unbelief are
cherished, the faithful ministers will be removed from the people who think
they know so much. "If thou hadst known," said Christ, "even thou, at least
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid
from thine eyes."” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 409.

HOLY SPIRIT MANIFESTATIONS

6.

In the revealing of the two companies affected by the shaking,
what are the movings of the Holy Spirit in it all? Zech. 4:6

“Christ uses the wind as a symbol of the Spirit of God. As the wind bloweth
whither it listeth, and we cannot tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth,
so it is with the Spirit of God. We do not know through whom it will be
manifested.
“But I speak not my own words when I say that God's Spirit will pass by
those who have had their day of test and opportunity, but who have not
distinguished the voice of God or appreciated the movings of His Spirit.
Then thousands in the eleventh hour will see and acknowledge the truth.”
—Selected Messages Book 2, pp. 15, 16.

Second Half, Year 2022

107

7.

Why does the Holy Spirit bypass those in Laodicea who failed to
agonise with the faithful? 1 Tim. 4:1; Matt. 24:24

“Not having received the love of the truth, they will be taken in the
delusions of the enemy; they will give heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils, and will depart from the faith.” —Testimonies for the
Church Vol. 4, p. 400.

8.

How does the manifestation of the Holy Spirit upon the faithful
contrast with the delusions upon the careless? Prov. 1:23;
2 Thess. 2:8-12

“Before the final visitation of God's judgments upon the earth there will be
among the people of the Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has
not been witnessed since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will
be poured out upon His children. At that time many will separate themselves
from those churches in which the love of this world has supplanted love for
God and His word. Many, both of ministers and people, will gladly accept
those great truths which God has caused to be proclaimed at this time to
prepare a people for the Lord's second coming. The enemy of souls desires
to hinder this work; and before the time for such a movement shall come, he
will endeavor to prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In those churches
which he can bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that
God's special blessing is poured out; there will be manifest what is thought
to be great religious interest. Multitudes will exult that God is working
marvelously for them, when the work is that of another spirit. Under a
religious guise, Satan will seek to extend his influence over the Christian
world.” —Maranatha, p. 33.
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LESSON 8

Sabbath, Nov. 19, 2022

The Overcomer Little
Remnant
…for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD
hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call. Joel 2:32
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To continue the study of the events within Laodicea to its
culmination.
To discern the final emerging of a remnant of Laodicea.
To see this final remnant in its association with the Spirit’s
outpouring.

LAODICEAN EVENTS

1.

As the church of Laodicea refers to the last period of God’s
church on earth, how does the True Witness address the
responses of its members near the end of its tenure? Rev. 3:20, 21

“The Lord has rich blessings for the church if its members will seek
earnestly to arouse from this perilous lukewarmness. A religion of vanity,
words devoid of vitality, a character destitute of moral strength,--these are
pointed out in the solemn message addressed by the True Witness to the
churches, warning them against pride, worldliness, formalism, and selfsufficiency. To him that says, "I am rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing," the Lord of heaven declares, Thou "knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." But to the
lowly, the suffering, the faithful, the patient, who are alive to their weakness
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and insufficiency, are given words of encouragement: "Behold, I stand at
the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me.".” —Testimonies for
the Church Vol. 5, p. 484.

“Those who finally overcome and sit down with Christ upon His throne will
follow the example of Jesus, and from a willing, happy choice will sacrifice
for Him in the person of His saints. Those who cannot do this from choice
will go away into everlasting punishment.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1,
p. 680.

2.

Do the last three verses of Revelation 3 convey the description of
the seed of the woman and its remnant? Rev. 12:17; Isa. 1:8, 9

“When this time of trouble comes, every case is decided; there is no longer
probation, no longer mercy for the impenitent. The seal of the living God is
upon His people. This small remnant, unable to defend themselves in the
deadly conflict with the powers of earth that are marshaled by the dragon
host, make God their defense. The decree has been passed by the highest
earthly authority that they shall worship the beast and receive his mark under
pain of persecution and death.” —Maranatha, p. 269.

THE EMERGING REMNANT

3.

In the light of the previous lesson, what takes place in the church
period of Laodicea by which a final overcoming remnant
emerges? Amos 9:9

“Jesus and holy angels are bringing up and uniting God's people into one
faith, that they may all have one mind and one judgment. And while they
are being brought into the unity of the faith, to see eye to eye upon the
solemn, important truths for this time, Satan is at work to oppose their
advancement. Jesus is at work through His instruments to gather and unite.
Satan works through his instruments to scatter and divide. "For, lo, I will
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command, and I will sift the house of Israel among all nations, like as corn
is sifted in a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth."”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 332.

“The present is a time of scouring and purifying, a time of warfare and trial.
The house of Israel is being sifted, even as corn is sifted in a sieve. The chaff
must be removed, and it will require close work to separate the chaff from
the kernels of grain. God's discerning eye will detect the smallest particle of
chaff, and yet he will not cause to fall upon the ground the least kernel of
grain.” —The Review and Herald, Nov. 26, 1861.

4.

In which other way does Scripture convey a very small remnant
left after the shaking? Isa. 17:6, 7

“If we only knew what is before us we would not be so dilatory in the work
of the Lord. We are in the shaking time, the time when everything that can
be shaken will be shaken.” —Testimonies for the Church Vol. 6, p. 331.

5.

What is written in reference to this remnant? Zeph. 3:12, 13;
Isa. 66:2, 5

“The saints then will be an obscure people, little known to the Catholics…”
—Spalding and Magan Collection, p. 1.

SPIRIT-FILLED REMNANT

6.

Because this afflicted remnant trust in the Lord, how does He
reward them? Isa. 44:3; Luke 11:13

Second Half, Year 2022

111

“The measure of the Holy Spirit we receive will be proportioned to the
measure of our desire and the faith exercised for it, and the use we shall
make of the light and knowledge that shall be given to us.”
“Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guidance
and grace, is the Spirit given. The power of God awaits their demand and
reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other
blessings in its train. It is given according to the riches of the grace of Christ,
and He is ready to supply every soul according to the capacity to receive.”
—The Faith I Live By, p. 53.

7.

Is the outpouring of God’s Spirit in the latter rain directly
associated with the faithful remnant? Joel 2:28, 29, 32

“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen and was shown that it would
be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True
Witness of the Laodiceans. . . .
“My attention was then turned to the company I had seen, who were mightily
shaken. . . . The company of guardian angels around them had been doubled,
and they were clothed with an armor from their head to their feet. . . .
“I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth with great power.
It had effect....I asked what had made this great change. An angel answered,
"It is the latter rain, the refreshing from the presence of the Lord, the loud
cry of the third angel."” —Maranatha, p. 201.
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LESSON 9

Sabbath, Nov. 26, 2022

Spirit-Filled Remnant
And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people as a dew
from the LORD, as the showers upon the grass… Micah 5:7
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To review our study of the work of the Holy Spirit upon the
church.
To behold the similitude of His work by the faithful remnant upon
earth.
To recognise this final activity in the prophetic description of the
three angels’ messages.

HOLY SPIRIT’S WORK

1.

How did Jesus explain the work of the Holy Spirit? John 16:8-14

“The office of the Holy Spirit is distinctly specified in the words of Christ:
"When He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment." John 16:8. It is the Holy Spirit that convicts of sin. If the
sinner responds to the quickening influence of the Spirit, he will be brought
to repentance and aroused to the importance of obeying the divine
requirements.
“To the repentant sinner, hungering and thirsting for righteousness, the Holy
Spirit reveals the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world. "He
shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you," Christ said. "He shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever
I have said unto you." John 16:14; 14:26.
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“The Spirit is given as a regenerating agency, to make effectual the salvation
wrought by the death of our Redeemer. The Spirit is constantly seeking to
draw the attention of men to the great offering that was made on the cross
of Calvary, to unfold to the world the love of God, and to open to the
convicted soul the precious things of the Scriptures.” —The Acts of the Apostles,
p. 52.

2.

According to John 14:26, the Holy Spirit will teach; does that
concur with the marginal reading recorded in Joel 2:23?

“Our study on that was in Bulletin No. 7, p. 183. What is the margin? "He
hath given you the former rain?" What is that? "A teacher of righteousness."
"Given you the former rain moderately." What is that, moderately? What
was the former rain at Pentecost? "A teacher of righteousness." "He hath
given you a teacher of righteousness according to righteousness." Was that
the former rain? And He will give you "the rain, the former rain, and the
latter rain," as at the first. What will the latter rain be? "A teacher of
righteousness" again. According to what? [Congregation: "Righteousness."]
But what is another expression for the latter rain? [Congregation: "The
outpouring of the Spirit." What is another one? [Congregation: "The times
of refreshing."] What is the latter rain to the third angel's message?
[Congregation: "The loud cry."] What is the latter rain in connection with
the fall of Babylon? It is the bestowal of that power and that glory with
which the angel of Rev. 18 comes down and lightens the earth.” —A. T. Jones,
General Conference Daily Bulletin, Feb. 13, 1893.

3.

How do the words of the Holy Spirit sumarise the content of the
answers to questions one and two? Deut. 32:1-4

“In the teachings of Christ, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit is made
prominent. What a vast theme is this for contemplation and encouragement!
What treasures of truth did he add to the knowledge of his disciples in his
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instruction concerning the Holy Spirit, the Comforter! He dwelt upon this
theme in order to console his disciples in the great trial they were soon to
experience, that they might be cheered in their great disappointment. He
said: "These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. But
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid."” —The Signs of the Times, Aug. 14,
1893.

DEW AND RAIN OF THE REMNANT

4.

What happens to those who receive the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit? Rom. 6:17, 18

“His doctrine shall drop as the rain, and His speech shall distill as the dew,
upon the heart of the humble and teachable.” —Testimonies for the Church
Vol. 3, p. 448.

“The more closely we adhere to the simplicity of truth, the more surely do
we comprehend its deep meaning. Then if the heart is under the inspiration
of the Spirit of God, it can say, "The entrance of thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding to the simple" (Psalm 119:130). This means the word
is interpreted by the Holy Spirit, not merely as perused by the student.
“It is not the mere letter of the words which gives the light and the
understanding, but the Word is in a special manner written upon the heart,
applied by the Holy Spirit. To the mind and heart consecrated to God, an
increased measure of understanding is given as the light is communicated to
others.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 139.

5.

If the Holy Spirit with His doctrine falls like rain and dew upon
the receiver, will the faithful remnant so imbued be equally
beneficient upon the people of earth? Micah 5:7; Matt. 5:13 (1st
part), 14-16
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“Many gems are yet scattered that are to be gathered together to become the
property of the remnant people of God. But light is not given simply to be a
strength to the church, but to be shed upon those who are in darkness. The
people of God are to show forth the praises of Him who hath called them
out of darkness into His marvelous light. Christ has said of His people, "Ye
are the light of the world," and it is the mission of the light to shine out and
illuminate the darkness.” —Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 34.

ANGELS OF REVELATION 14 AND 18

6.

Does the experience in the Laodicean church correlate with that
of the three angels of Revelation 14 and that other angel of
Revelation 18? Rev. 3:14, 20, 21; 14:9; 18:1

“The angels are represented as flying in the midst of heaven, proclaiming to
the world a message of warning, and having a direct bearing upon the people
living in the last days of this earth's history. No one hears the voice of these
angels, for they are a symbol to represent the people of God who are working
in harmony with the universe of heaven. Men and women, enlightened by
the Spirit of God and sanctified through the truth, proclaim the three
messages in their order.” —Selected Messages Book 2, p. 387.
“The third angel's message must go over the land, and awaken the people,
and call their attention to the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.
Another angel unites his voice with the third angel, and the earth is lighted
with its glory. The light increases, and it shines out to all the nations of the
earth. It is to go forth as a light that burneth. It will be attended with great
power, until its golden beams have fallen upon every tongue, every people,
and every nation upon the face of the whole earth. Let me ask you, What
you are doing to prepare for this work? Are you building for eternity? You
must remember that this angel represents the people that have this message
to give to the world. Are you among that people?” —The Review and Herald,
Aug. 18, 1885.
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7.

Does the lukewarm state of Laodicea affect their preaching?
Rev. 3:15-17

“The third angel's message is to be given with power. The power of the
proclamation of the first and second messages is to be intensified in the third.
In the Revelation John says of the heavenly messenger who unites with the
third angel: "I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great
power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. And he cried mightily
with a strong voice.'' Revelation 18:1, 2. We are in danger of giving the third
angel's message in so indefinite a manner that it does not impress the people.
So many other interests are brought in that the very message which should
be proclaimed with power becomes tame and voiceless.” —Testimonies for the
Church Vol. 6, p. 60.

8.

How is the overcomer in Laodicea, the little spirit-filled remnant,
going to be used? Rev 18.4

“The remnant people of God must be a converted people. The presentation
of this message is to result in the conversion and sanctification of souls. We
are to feel the power of the Spirit of God in this movement. This is a
wonderful, definite message; it means everything to the receiver, and it is to
be proclaimed with a loud cry. We must have a true, abiding faith that this
message will go forth with increasing importance till the close of time.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 9, p. 154.

“I saw that God has honest children among the nominal Adventists and the
fallen churches, and before the plagues shall be poured out, ministers and
people will be called out from these churches and will gladly receive the
truth. Satan knows this; and before the loud cry of the third angel is given,
he raises an excitement in these religious bodies, that those who have
rejected the truth may think that God is with them. He hopes to deceive the
honest and lead them to think that God is still working for the churches. But

Second Half, Year 2022

117

the light will shine, and all who are honest will leave the fallen churches,
and take their stand with the remnant.” —Early Writings, p. 261.
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LESSON 10

Sabbath, Dec. 3, 2022

The Loud Cry
And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues. Revelation 18:4
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To confirm whom God will use to deliver the final call to leave
Babylon.
To comprehend how such a small remnant can impact the world.
To identify the voice of this remnant as the voice from heaven.

USED OF GOD

1.

To what point has God brought the remnant of the woman’s
seed? Zeph. 3:12-17

“Is there not something stimulating and inspiring in this thought, that the
human agent stands as the visible instrument to confer the blessings of
angelic agencies? As we are thus laborers together with God, the work bears
the inscription of the divine. The knowledge and activity of the heavenly
workers, united with the knowledge and power that are imparted to human
agencies, bring relief to the oppressed and distressed. Our acts of unselfish
ministry make us partakers in the success that results from the relief offered.
“With what joy heaven looks upon these blended influences! All heaven is
watching those agencies that are as the hand to work out the purpose of God
in the earth, thus doing the will of God in heaven. Such co-operation
accomplishes a work that brings honor and glory and majesty to God. Oh, if
all would love as Christ has loved, that perishing men might be saved from
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ruin, what a change would come to our world!” —Testimonies for the Church
Vol. 6, p. 457.

2.

What is declared regarding this faithful remnant, and how are
they functioning? Rev. 14:12

“Every man is to stand in his lot and place, thinking, speaking, and acting in
harmony with the Spirit of God.”—The Faith I Live By, p. 307.

3.

How does Inspiration describe the condition of those God can
use? Isaiah 43:10 (1st part)

“Our fitness for God's service will be found in constant communion with
him. When we consecrate ourselves to God, the power which comes alone
from God will bring definite results in our work. We are to act as in the
presence of God; his eye is ever upon us; his eye is guiding us. We must die
to self before God can use us fully to his name's glory. If we will learn of
Christ as little children, we shall make a success wherever we are.”
—The Review and Herald, Sept. 2, 1909.

BROUGHT INTO NOTICE

4.

Having brought about such a faithful little remnant, does God
prompt them to action, and how will such a minority make a
worldwide impact? Isaiah 60:1-3

“The saints then will be an obscure people, little known to the Catholics;
but the churches and nominal Adventists who know of our faith and
customs (for they hated us on account of the Sabbath, for they could not
refute it) will betray the saints and report them to the Catholics as those
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who disregard the institutions of the people; that is, that they keep the
Sabbath and disregard Sunday.” —Spalding and Magan Collection, p. 1.
“Now we seem to be unnoticed, but this will not always be. Movements are
at work to bring us to the front, and if our theories of truth can be picked to
pieces by historians or the world's greatest men, it will be done.”
—Evangelism, p. 69.

5.

Is there an example in the Old Testament that it only takes three
faithful souls to impact a whole empire? Dan. 3:26-30

“The three Hebrews declared to the whole nation of Babylon their faith in
Him whom they worshiped. They relied on God. In the hour of their trial
they remembered the promise, "When thou passest through the waters, I will
be with thee; . . . when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." And in a marvelous
manner their faith in the living Word had been honored in the sight of all.
The tidings of their wonderful deliverance were carried to many countries
by the representatives of the different nations that had been invited by
Nebuchadnezzar to the dedication. Through the faithfulness of His children,
God was glorified in all the earth.” —Reflecting Christ, p. 370.

VOICE OF THE REMNANT

6.

Where will the remnant be after they have been brought into
notice? Luke 21:12, 13

“Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed. As the time comes
for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble
instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His
service.”
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“As the controversy extends into new fields and the minds of the people are
called to God's downtrodden law, Satan is astir. The power attending the
message will only madden those who oppose it. The clergy will put forth
almost superhuman efforts to shut away the light lest it should shine upon
their flocks. By every means at their command they will endeavor to
suppress the discussion of these vital questions. The church appeals to the
strong arm of civil power, and, in this work, papists and Protestants unite.
As the movement for Sunday enforcement becomes more bold and decided,
the law will be invoked against commandment keepers. They will be
threatened with fines and imprisonment, and some will be offered positions
of influence, and other rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce
their faith. But their steadfast answer is: "Show us from the word of God our
error"--the same plea that was made by Luther under similar circumstances.
Those who are arraigned before the courts make a strong vindication of the
truth, and some who hear them are led to take their stand to keep all the
commandments of God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who
otherwise would know nothing of these truths. —The Great Controversy,
pp. 606, 607.

7.

When Jesus foretold the arraignement of the faithful before the
authorities, did He declare a promise for their encouragement?
Matt. 10:19

“Under examination these are required to answer, and their judges to listen
to the testimony borne. God's grace will be dispensed to His servants to meet
the emergency. "It shall be given you," says Jesus, "in that same hour what
ye shall speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which
speaketh in you." As the Spirit of God illuminates the minds of His servants,
the truth will be presented in its divine power and preciousness.” —The Desire
of Ages, p. 354.

8.

The little remnant giving the loud cry via the courts, and with the
assurance it will be given them what to say, who does Jesus say is
speaking? Mark 13:11
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“The same God who gave his messages to Moses and Jeremiah will give his
word to his witnesses in this generation. "For it is not ye that speak," Christ
declares, "but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you." This word
of the Lord has been verified in all ages, and it will be verified to the close
of time in all who hold the beginning of their confidence firm unto the end.
The most powerful testimony will be given in defense of the faith once
delivered to the saints. The Holy Spirit is close beside those who are called
to witness for truth and righteousness. He orders the testimony that is borne
before earthly authorities, that the glorious truth may appear.” —The Review
and Herald, May 24, 1894.
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LESSON 11

Sabbath, Dec. 10, 2022

Ours to Prepare
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear. 1 Peter 3:15
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To reflect upon the subject of the past ten lessons and realise they
include us.
To consider our present readiness to be included among the
remnant.
To study how to be prepared and included.

OUR LAODICEAN POSITION

1.

When was the time period of Laodicea first identified by
Inspiration? Rev. 3:14, 15; 14:7

“As I have of late looked around to find the humble followers of the meek
and lowly Jesus, my mind has been much exercised.
“Many who profess to be looking for the speedy coming of Christ, are
becoming conformed to this world, and seek more earnestly the applause of
those around them, than the approbation of God. They are cold and formal,
like the nominal church, that they but a short time since separated from. The
words addressed to the Laodicean Church, describe their present condition
perfectly. See Revelation 3:14-20. They are "neither cold nor hot," but
"lukewarm." And unless they heed the counsel of the "faithful and True
Witness," and zealously repent, and obtain "gold tried in the fire," "white

Second Half, Year 2022

124

raiment," and "eye-salve," he will spue them out of his mouth.” —The Review
and Herald, June 10, 1852.

2.

If the hour of God’s judgment commenced in 1844 and ever since
then Laodicea is applicable, what has been happening in God’s
church inclusive of our present time? Heb. 12:26-28

“I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen, and was shown that it would
be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the True
Witness to the Laodiceans. This will have its effect upon the heart of the
receiver, and will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight
truth. Some will not bear this straight testimony. They will rise up against
it, and this will cause a shaking among God's people.” —Testimonies for the
Church Vol. 1, p. 181.

3.

Is there a choice we are called upon to make as it has been ever
since 1844? Heb. 3:7, 8; Rev. 3:18, 19

“The testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded. The solemn
testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs has been lightly
esteemed, if not entirely disregarded. This testimony must work deep
repentance, and all that truly receive it will obey it and be purified.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 181.

AMONG THE REMNANT?

4.

What does it take to be one with the faithful remnant of
Laodicea? 1 John 5:3, 4; Rev. 14:12
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“The people of God in these last days must expect to enter into the thick of
the conflict; for the prophetic Word says, "The dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ" (Letter 43,
1895).” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1153.
“Under the symbols of a great red dragon, a leopardlike beast, and a beast
with lamblike horns, the earthly governments which would especially
engage in trampling upon God's law and persecuting His people, were
presented to John. The war is carried on till the close of time. The people of
God, symbolized by a holy woman and her children, were represented as
greatly in the minority. In the last days only a remnant still existed. Of these
John speaks as they "which keep the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ".” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 7, p. 972.

5.

In the light of the words of Inspiration, do we sense the call given
to rally with the faithful remnant? Rev. 3:20

“God is teaching, leading, and guiding His people, that they may teach, lead,
and guide others. There will be, among the remnant of these last days, as
there were with ancient Israel, those who wish to move independently, who
are not willing to submit to the teachings of the Spirit of God, and who will
not listen to advice or counsel. Let such ever bear in mind that God has a
church upon the earth, to which He has delegated power. Men will want to
follow their own independent judgment, despising counsel and reproof; but
just as surely as they do this they will depart from the faith, and disaster and
ruin of souls will follow. Those who rally now to support and build up the
truth of God are ranging themselves on one side, standing united in heart,
mind, and voice in defense of the truth.” —Selected Messages Book 3, p. 23.

PREPARATION

6.

How is the faithful remnant with its undershepherds admonished
to deal with what it takes to remain faithful? Eze. 38:7
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“I was shown the low state of God's people; that God had not departed from
them, but that they had departed from Him, and had become lukewarm. They
possess the theory of the truth, but lack its saving power. As we near the
close of time, Satan comes down with great power, knowing that his time is
short. Especially will his power be exercised upon the remnant. He will war
against them, and seek to divide and scatter them, that they may grow weak
and be overthrown. The people of God should move understandingly, and
should be united in their efforts. They should be of the same mind, of the
same judgment; then their efforts will not be scattered, but will tell forcibly
in the upbuilding of the cause of present truth. Order must be observed, and
there must be union in maintaining order, or Satan will take the advantage.
“I saw that the enemy would come in every way possible to dishearten the
people of God and perplex and trouble them, and that they should move
understandingly, and prepare themselves for the attacks of Satan.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 1, p. 210.

7.

What is included in our preparation to be part of the faithful
remnant out of Laodicea? Rev. 3:18, 19

“Some may say it is exalting our own merits to expect favor from God
through our good works. True, we cannot buy one victory with our good
works; yet we cannot be victors without them. The purchase which Christ
recommends to us is only complying with the conditions He has given us.
True grace, which is of inestimable value, and which will endure the test of
trial and adversity, is only obtained through faith and humble, prayerful
obedience. Graces that endure the proofs of affliction and persecution, and
evidence their soundness and sincerity, are the gold which is tried in the fire
and found genuine. Christ offers to sell this precious treasure to man: "Buy
of Me gold tried in the fire." The dead, heartless performance of duty does
not make us Christians. We must get out of a lukewarm condition and
experience a true conversion, or we shall fail of heaven.” —Testimonies for the
Church Vol. 4, p. 89.
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8.

Is there something written by which we may secure our inclusion
with the faithful servants? Matt. 24:42-45

“The Lord is sending His judgments to arouse the inhabitants of the world
from their condition of apathy.
“"Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler
over his household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed is that servant,
whom his lord when He cometh shall find so doing." Where are the faithful
and wise servants in our cities today?
“"Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods."
That servant who diligently searches the Word, speaking the words of truth
in faithful warnings, calling attention to the dangers that beset the world,
Christ calls a faithful and wise servant. Let those in each town and city who
have read these warnings manifest a diligent concern for souls. Let them
speak of the truths of the Word of God. "Blessed is that servant whom his
lord when he cometh shall find so doing." May the Lord arouse us from our
sleeping indifference!” —Manuscript Releases Vol. 21, p. 80.
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LESSON 12

Sabbath, Dec. 17, 2022

Receiving the Spirit
But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God…
1 Corinthians 2:14
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To examine the reason behind the failure to recognise the latter
rain.
To research what it takes to receive the Holy Spirit.
To learn what will take place upon receiving the Holy Spirit.

DISCERNING THE LATTER RAIN

1.

What is the ingredient in our being that prevents us from
discerning the manifestations of the Holy Spirit? 1 Cor. 2:14;
2 Cor. 4:3, 4

“"The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God." He is not
with Christ in mind and heart, and he cannot rightly appreciate or enjoy the
high, exalted truths of God's Word. It seems foolishness to him to put on the
white garment of Christ's righteousness. With him the religious experience
is a matter of chance. He is not born of the Spirit, therefore he cannot judge
correctly concerning spiritual things. Many of those who claim to believe in
Christ reveal by their words and actions that they are not partakers of the
divine nature. They do not appreciate the truths of eternal value.”
—Manuscript Releases Vol. 20, p. 336.
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2.

How in fact does the natural man respond to the efforts of the
Holy Spirit to affect the soul? Gal. 5:17; Rom. 8:6-8

“The Christian will feel the promptings of sin, for the flesh lusteth against
the Spirit; but the Spirit striveth against the flesh, keeping up a constant
warfare. Here is where Christ's help is needed. Human weakness becomes
united to divine strength, and faith exclaims, "Thanks be to God, which
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ"!” —The Sanctified Life,
p. 92.

3.

Is it possible to be filled with a sense of spiritual enlightement
that doesn’t come from the Holy Spirit? Isa. 50:11

“The five foolish virgins represent the careless, indolent, self-satisfied
professor of religion. They have a calm expectation of entering heaven
sometime, yet they have not purified their souls by obeying the truth. They
understand the theory of truth, but have no vital connection with God. They
trust to feeling, and neglect to search the Scriptures. They are satisfied to
walk in sparks of their own kindling.” —The Bible Echo, Nov. 5, 1894.
“I am fearful now, more than at any other period of time, that Christians, as
individuals, may separate from God because they lose sight of the Pattern
Jesus Christ, and think it is safe to walk in the sparks of their own kindling,
deceiving the soul with thinking it is the way of the Lord.” —Notebook Leaflets
Vol. 1, p. 99.

WHAT IT TAKES TO RECEIVE

4.

Did Jesus reveal how the outpouring of the Holy Spirit can be
received? Luke 11:13
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“Oh, what amazing love and condescension! The Lord Jesus encourages His
believing ones to ask for the Holy Spirit. By presenting the parental
tenderness of God, He seeks to encourage faith in the reception of the gift.
The heavenly Parent is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
Him than earthly parents are to give good gifts to their children.”
“We need to ask for the Holy Spirit with a full realization of our own
helplessness. Then when the Holy Spirit works we shall not give self the
glory. The Holy Spirit will graciously take the heart into His keeping,
bringing to it all the bright beams of the Sun of righteousness. We shall be
kept by the power of God through faith.” —Ye Shall Receive Power, p. 284, 93.

5.

Before the Holy Spirit is able to enter our hearts, is there
something we must do? Prov. 23:26; Matt. 5:6

“Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not
hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit?” —The Acts of the Apostles, p. 50.
“The Lord places men under test and trial that the dross may be separated
from the gold, but He forces none. He does not bind with fetters and cords
and barriers, for they increase disaffection rather than decrease it. The
remedy for evil is found in Christ as an indwelling Saviour. But in order that
Christ may be in the soul, it must first be emptied of self, then there is a
vacuum created that may be supplied by the Holy Spirit.” —Ye Shall Receive
Power, p. 293.

BLESSING OF RECEPTION

6.

How did Jesus describe the result of receiving the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit? John 7:38, 39; 4:14

“In the great and measureless gift of the Holy Spirit are contained all of
heaven's resources. It is not because of any restriction on the part of God
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that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to men. If all were willing
to receive, all would become filled with His Spirit.”
“The indwelling of the Spirit will be shown by the outflowing of heavenly
love. The divine fullness will flow through the consecrated human agent, to
be given forth to others.” —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 419.

7.

Will there be a company of faithful spirit-filled believers who will
be used of the Holy Spirit in the final loud cry? Isa. 60:1, 2;
Rev. 14:12

“Servants of God, endowed with power from on high with their faces lighted
up, and shining with holy consecration, went forth to proclaim the message
from heaven. Souls that were scattered all through the religious bodies
answered to the call, and the precious were hurried out of the doomed
churches, as Lot was hurried out of Sodom before her destruction. God's
people were strengthened by the excellent glory which rested upon them in
rich abundance and prepared them to endure the hour of temptation. I heard
everywhere a multitude of voices saying, "Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus."”
—Early Writings, p. 278.

“As the members of the body of Christ approach the period of their last
conflict, "the time of Jacob's trouble," they will grow up into Christ, and will
partake largely of His Spirit. As the third message swells to a loud cry, and
as great power and glory attend the closing work, the faithful people of God
will partake of that glory. It is the latter rain which revives and strengthens
them to pass through the time of trouble. Their faces will shine with the
glory of that light which attends the third angel.” —S.D.A. Bible Commentary
Vol. 7, p. 984.
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LESSON 13

Sabbath, Dec. 24, 2022

Moved by the Spirit
…but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
2 Peter 1:21
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To study the movings of the Holy Spirit.
To contemplate these movings in the birth of the Seventh-day
Adventist church.
To see the Holy Spirit moving in the final remnant people.

MOVINGS OF THE SPIRIT

1.

Does Scripture describe the productive movings of the Holy
Spirit? Gen. 1:1, 2; Job 33:4

“The Holy Spirit is the source of all power, and works as a living, active
agent in the new life created in the soul. The Holy Spirit is to be in us a
divine indweller.” —Healthful Living, p. 301.

2.

Are the movings of the Spirit also manifest productively in the
lives of believers? John 3:6-8

“Those who not only hear but do the words of Christ, make manifest in
character the operation of the Holy Spirit. The result of the internal
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operation of the Holy Spirit is demonstrated in the outward conduct. The
life of the Christian is hid with Christ in God, and God acknowledges those
who are His, declaring, "Ye are my witnesses." They testify that divine
power is influencing their hearts and shaping their conduct. Their works
give evidence that the Spirit is moving upon the inward man; those who
are associated with them are convinced that they are making Jesus Christ
their pattern.” —In Heavenly Places, p. 22.

3.

Are the Scriptures we hold in our hands the production of the
movings of the Spirit of God? 2 Peter 1:21

“The Bible points to God as its author; yet it was written by human hands;
and in the varied style of its different books it presents the characteristics of
the several writers. The truths revealed are all "given by inspiration of God"
(2 Timothy 3:16); yet they are expressed in the words of men. The Infinite
One by His Holy Spirit has shed light into the minds and hearts of His
servants. He has given dreams and visions, symbols and figures; and those
to whom the truth was thus revealed have themselves embodied the thought
in human language.” —Lift Him Up, p. 117.

RAISING OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM

4.

Are we able to see the movements of the Holy Spirit in the birth
of the Seventh-day Adventist church? Rev. 12:17; 19:10 (last part)

“My husband, Elder Joseph Bates, Father Pierce, Elder Edson, a man who
was keen, noble, and true, and many others whose names I cannot now
recall, were among those who, after the passing of the time in 1844 [October
22], searched for truth. At our important meetings these men would meet
together and search for the truth as for hidden treasure.
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“I met with them, and we studied and prayed earnestly, for we felt that we
must learn God's truth. Often we remained together until late at night, and
sometimes through the entire night, praying for light, and studying the
Word. As we fasted and prayed, great power came upon us. But I could not
understand the reasoning of the brethren. My mind was locked, as it were,
and I could not comprehend what we were studying. Then the Spirit of God
would come upon me, I would be taken off in vision, and a clear explanation
of the passages we had been studying would be given me, with instruction
as to the position we were to take regarding truth and duty.” —This Day With
God, p. 317.

5.

How does Inspiration confirm the movement of the Holy Spirit in
the formation of the truths that formed the platform of truth for
the last days? John 16:13

“When the power of God testifies as to what is truth, that truth is to stand
forever as the truth. No aftersuppositions, contrary to the light God has given
are to be entertained. Men will arise with interpretations of Scripture which
are to them truth, but which are not truth. The truth for this time, God has
given us as a foundation for our faith. He Himself has taught us what is truth.
One will arise, and still another, with new light which contradicts the light
that God has given under the demonstration of His Holy Spirit.
“A few are still alive who passed through the experience gained in the
establishment of this truth. God has graciously spared their lives to repeat
and repeat till the close of their lives, the experience through which they
passed even as did John the apostle till the very close of his life. And the
standard-bearers who have fallen in death, are to speak through the
reprinting of their writings. I am instructed that thus their voices are to be
heard. They are to bear their testimony as to what constitutes the truth for
this time.”
“Where shall we find safety unless it be in the truths that the Lord has been
giving for the last fifty years?--Review and Herald, May 25, 1905.”
—Counsels to Writers and Editors, pp. 31, 32, 53.

Second Half, Year 2022

135

LAST MOVEMENTS

6.

What is revealed regarding the remnant identified in
Revelation 12, verse 17? Zeph. 3:12, 13; Jer. 3:14, 15

“A few, yes, only a few, of the vast number who people the earth will be
saved unto life eternal, while the masses who have not perfected their souls
in obeying the truth will be appointed to the second death. O Saviour, save
the purchase of Thy blood! is the cry of my anguished heart.” —Testimonies
for the Church Vol. 2, p. 401.

7.

Having been separated from the careless Laodiceans, does this
little remnant manifest the movings of the Spirit of God?
Joel 2:32; Rev 18:1

“From the beginning, God has been working by His Holy Spirit through
human instrumentalities for the accomplishment of His purpose in behalf of
the fallen race.”
“Today the heralds of the cross are. . . preparing the way for the second
advent of Christ. . . . And as they continue to let their light shine, as did those
who were baptized with the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, they receive more
and still more of the Spirit's power. Thus the earth is to be lightened with the
glory of God.” —God’s Amazing Grace, p. 190.

8.

How is the outpouring of the waters of the latter rain going to
impact the world? Isa. 44:3; Hab. 2:14
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“It is to the thirsting soul that the fountain of living waters is open. God
declares: "I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry
ground." To souls that are earnestly seeking for light and that accept with
gladness every ray of divine illumination from His holy word, to such alone
light will be given. It is through these souls that God will reveal that light
and power which will lighten the whole earth with His glory.” —Testimonies
for the Church Vol. 5, p. 729.
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LESSON 14

Sabbath, Dec. 31, 2022

That Voice From Heaven
And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring,
and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one
shepherd. John 10:16
OBJECTIVES
•
•
•

To ascertain the channel through which the voice of God is heard
on earth.
To confirm that the faithful remnant of Laodicea are moved by
God’s Spirit.
To verify that the voice from heaven in Revelation 18:4 is
delivered by the faithful remnant.

CHANNEL OF GOD’S VOICE

1.

Having seen that the words of the Bible came about by human
beings who spoke by the Holy Ghost, does the voice of the Holy
Spirit come to earth through the channel of God’s servants?
Eccl. 12:11; John 3:34

“The Holy Spirit will speak through His servants…” —The Desire of Ages,
p. 441.

“The Lord will speak through His messengers. They are only the human
instrumentalities, possessing no grace or loveliness of their own, and are
powerful and efficacious only as God, the eternal Spirit, shall work upon
human hearts. The treasure of the everlasting gospel is in earthen vessels.
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, and this is the extent of their ability:
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God only giveth the increase. There must be no dishonoring of God, no
grieving of His Holy Spirit, by casting dishonor or reflection upon God, who
selects His messengers to bear a message to the world, by refusing the
message of God's words from the lips of any of His servants, by whom He
may send it. Many souls rob themselves of great blessings, and Christ of
glory which should redound to Him; because they do not take heed to this,
there is confusion, and defection, and weakness.” —The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, p. 1039.

2.

How else does Inspiration convey the fact that truly consecrated
servants of God are the channel of God’s voice? Ex. 4:15, 16

“We want the Holy Spirit of God to be life and voice for us. Our tongue
should be as the pen of a ready writer, because the Spirit of God is speaking
through the human agent." —Evangelism, p. 172.
“In the judgment, when all secrets are laid bare, it will be known that the
voice of God spoke through the human agent, and aroused the torpid
conscience, and stirred the lifeless faculties, and moved sinners to
repentance and contrition, and forsaking of sins. It will then be clearly seen
that through the human agent faith in Jesus Christ was imparted to the soul,
and spiritual life from heaven was breathed upon one who was dead in
trespasses and sins, and he was quickened with spiritual life” —S.D.A. Bible
Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1165.

LAODICEAN REMNANT

3.

Who are the faithful remnant of Laodicea, and how is the Holy
Spirit manifested in them? Rev. 3:21
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“I have been shown the high and responsible position God's people should
occupy. They are the salt of the earth and the light of the world, and must
walk even as Christ walked. They will come up through much tribulation.
The present is a time of warfare and trial. Our Saviour says in Revelation
3:21, "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne." The
reward is not given to all who profess to be followers of Christ, but to those
who overcome, even as he overcame. We must study the life of Christ, and
learn what it is to confess him before the world. No one can confess Christ
unless the mind and Spirit of Christ are in him. The fruits of the Spirit are
manifested outwardly, and these are a confession of Christ.” —Spiritual Gifts
Vol. 4b, p. 93.

4.

What is written regarding the power by which the remnant
people of God are identified? Isa. 60:2

“The remnant people of God must be a converted people. The presentation
of this message is to result in the conversion and sanctification of souls. We
are to feel the power of the Spirit of God in this movement. This is a
wonderful, definite message; it means everything to the receiver, and it is to
be proclaimed with a loud cry. We must have a true, abiding faith that this
message will go forth with increasing importance till the close of time.”
—Testimonies for the Church Vol. 9, p. 154.

THE FINAL CALL

5.

Where does the final call that separates God’s people from
Babylon come from? Rev. 18:4

“Of Babylon, at the time brought to view in this prophecy, it is declared:
"Her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities." Revelation 18:5. She has filled up the measure of her guilt, and
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destruction is about to fall upon her. But God still has a people in Babylon;
and before the visitation of His judgments these faithful ones must be called
out, that they partake not of her sins and "receive not of her plagues." Hence
the movement symbolized by the angel coming down from heaven,
lightening the earth with his glory and crying mightily with a strong voice,
announcing the sins of Babylon. In connection with his message the call is
heard: "Come out of her, My people." These announcements, uniting with
the third angel's message, constitute the final warning to be given to the
inhabitants of the earth.” —The Great Controversy, p. 604.

6.

How does Inspiration clarify the agency by which this voice from
heaven will be delivered? Rev. 18:2, 3

“Thus the message of the third angel will be proclaimed. As the time comes
for it to be given with greatest power, the Lord will work through humble
instruments, leading the minds of those who consecrate themselves to His
service. The laborers will be qualified rather by the unction of His Spirit
than by the training of literary institutions. Men of faith and prayer will be
constrained to go forth with holy zeal, declaring the words which God gives
them. The sins of Babylon will be laid open. The fearful results of enforcing
the observances of the church by civil authority, the inroads of spiritualism,
the stealthy but rapid progress of the papal power--all will be unmasked. By
these solemn warnings the people will be stirred. Thousands upon thousands
will listen who have never heard words like these. In amazement they hear
the testimony that Babylon is the church, fallen because of her errors and
sins, because of her rejection of the truth sent to her from heaven.”
—The Great Controversy, p. 606.

7.

Did Jesus prophesy the delivery of this voice by which His sheep
in other folds will be brought into His fold? John 10:16
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8.

Where will be the forum from which the strongest final call will
come as a voice from heaven, as demonstrated by Apostle Paul?
Mark 13:9, 11

“The church appeals to the strong arm of civil power, and, in this work,
papists and Protestants unite. As the movement for Sunday enforcement
becomes more bold and decided, the law will be invoked against
commandment keepers. They will be threatened with fines and
imprisonment, and some will be offered positions of influence, and other
rewards and advantages, as inducements to renounce their faith. But their
steadfast answer is: "Show us from the word of God our error"--the same
plea that was made by Luther under similar circumstances. Those who are
arraigned before the courts make a strong vindication of the truth, and some
who hear them are led to take their stand to keep all the commandments of
God. Thus light will be brought before thousands who otherwise would
know nothing of these truths.” —The Great Controversy, p. 607.
“Thus pleads the advocate of truth. Faithful among the faithless, loyal
among the disloyal, he stands as God's representative, and his voice is as a
voice from heaven. There is no fear, no sadness, no discouragement in word
or look. Strong in a consciousness of innocence, clothed in the panoply of
truth, he rejoices that he is a son of God. His words are as a shout of victory
above the roar of battle. He declares the cause to which he has devoted his
life, to be the only cause that can never fail. Though he may perish, the
gospel will not perish. God lives, and His truth will triumph.” —The Acts of
the Apostles, p. 495.
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